General Information

Water voles are the largest species
of vole in Britain and are sometimes
mistaken for brown rats, which can
be found in a similar habitat. Water
voles live in colonies but string
themselves out along a
watercourse. Breeding females have
territories of 30-150m and fiercely
defend them, while males have
larger home ranges of 60-300m that
overlap those of several females.
Females mark their territories using
discrete latrine sites, close to the
burrows and at the boundaries.
Latrines are flattened piles of
droppings topped with fresh ones.

Water voles are active during the
day. They do not hibernate over
winter but do spend more time in
their burrows, often cohabiting with
members of the same colony and so
are less visible above ground.

Their diet consists of reeds,
grasses, rushes, sedges, water
plants and wetland plants in the
spring and summer and roots,
rhizomes, bulbs and bark in the
autumn and winter. Very
occasionally insects and other
invertebrates are eaten.

GB IUCN status Endangered

Habitat Requirements

Grassy banks along slow-moving rivers,
ditches, streams, lakes, ponds, canals, as well
as marshland and upland. They dig burrows in

steep grassy banks, which often include

underwater entrances.
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Distribution

Water vole presence across the UK between 2009-2017. Data supplied
by the Wildlife Trusts and Local Record Centres. Map produced by
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust (Ordnance survey licence no.
100015632) Crown copyright 2019. 49,203 presence records.




