GB IUCN status Vulnerable

EUROPEAN

HEDGEHOG

(Erinaceus europaeus)

General Information

West European hedgehogs are
unmistakable, with their coat of brown
and cream spines. Their average life
expectancy is two - three years in the
wild, although they have been known to

live for 10 years in exceptional
circumstances. Hedgehogs are nocturnal, so are rarely seen during the day.

Hedgehogs mate in spring, then give birth to litters of four - five young around four weeks later.
The hoglets are mainly born in June to July, and remain in the nest for three - four weeks. They
then forage with their mother for around 10 days, before becoming fully independent. Females
sometimes have a second litter in September or October.

Hedgehogs hibernate in winter nests made of leaves, tucked under structures such as bushes or
log piles or garden sheds. Hibernation usually begins in November, and ends around
March/April, but this depends on the weather. They will wake up several times over the winter,
and will often build a new nest.In the spring they may be active for a few nights, then return to
hibernation during a cold snap.Hedgehogs need to weigh at least 450g before hibernation or
they will not have enough fat reserves to survive. Hedgehogs eat invertebrates such as beetles,
worms, caterpillars, millipedes and leatherjackets. They will also take eggs and chicks of
ground-nesting birds, baby rodents, frogs, carrion, and fallen fruit.
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