My field rotes from ey vole: Surveying
back in the surmmer | hope it gves you a
faste of what water volg SWwveyng entals
and_ Why Weve ng to make the Gurvaq)
¢

o on he G50 c0ast The | byl e o 7 420 e
Survey route (s dominated by thick. 1 St Them)
reedped making t really chalendng | Mopnpptn,
fo survey. Especidly on very hot
days ke foday when wearing
welies and long sleeves!

~Aife location A beautitul farmiand

This Sife: shows how much easier the water vole Survey
would be (f we use latrine rafts. Water voles love o mark
thelr terrifories by frampling their droppings in prominent
places. Theyll use floating rafts that are placed on the water, making it much
easiex fo spot thelr presence!

s fictac sized droppngs would
these rafts, meaning We
d get more data

Spoffing water Vo
pe much auicker by Usng
can monifor more WAt ways an

Water vole status water voles have been recorded
here every year (except 2000) since 2010, which s
really encowagng

Site description: Being a reedbed, 1his sife s not
the most typical of survey sifes. (L lof of the more
fradfional survey routes fend 1o be aong relafively
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open rverbarks. However, these reedbeds may well provide important refuges
for water voles, as mink fend fo forage closer fo the waters edge.

The sifes feeming with wildife: reed bunfings feeding their chicks, a reed
warbler rest, and a marsh harrier floating above. The farmer proudly fold us
that furtle doves and barn owls are dlso present on sife. And hooray!

We saw Signs that water voles are ving herel Lots of their characteristic
feeding stafions, where voles leave piles of munched vegetation

0. great example of a water vole
foeding Site. BUt Ps rot easy to-spof
Oue volunteers need careful franng
to spot these

Water voe St 2

~ ite location This (s a more fypleal river sife, wih
Tofs of grassy vegetation right down 1o the water’s
edge, and o trees fo shade out the bank. By June,
the grasses grow quite tall and thick, fook our fime not fo miss any fel-ale
Sgns. Used binoculars 1o double check. (nother physically demanding surveying
day — moniforing s definitely more than counting water voles!

Water vole status: water voles were recorded here in May 2019, but ro one
could swrvey in 2070 due o lockdown. The sife looks better for water voles this
year as the vegetation had been left 1o grow, but sadly no signs found at all

Site_description In ferms of widife, this was much quieter than the other site 2
we visited, altho lenty of damselflies dancing over the water. 53
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Signs of mnature feednd stafions, 25

purrows and-droppings = 100 small fo be § %

Z from water voles, most lkely fleld voles £




