Mammal tracks - droppings

The shape, colour, smell and texture of droppings are all clues to the identity of the animal that left them.
Investigating with a small stick is a good way to reveal contents such as beetle wings or bones. The location
of the droppings and the surrounding habitat can also provide clues. One useful indicator is the numlber

of droppings: carnivores usually leave one or two droppings, whereas clusters of ten or more pellets are
characteristic of herbivores.

Care should be taken when handling droppings as serious illnesses can be picked-up. The safest way to
handle them is to use a small plastic bag as a glove and then turn it inside out around the dropping.
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