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Bringing the  
wild back to life

Our wildlife is disappearing. Almost  
two thirds of species in the UK have 
declined in the past 50 years. There’s 
nothing natural or inevitable about this.  
It can be stopped. And everyone can  
play a part. That’s why People’s Trust  
for Endangered Species exists.

Wildlife World is published  
by People’s Trust for  
Endangered Species

 Find out more
 www.ptes.org

SCOTTISH WILDCATS
Scottish wildcats face a threat 
unlike anything confronting 
other species in this country – 
they breed with domestic cats. 
The result is hybrids and the 
erosion of the wildcat’s separate 
genetic identity, meaning there 
may be only 100 to 300 genuine 
individuals left in Scotland. 
That’s why PTES is helping to 
fund PhD student Jo Howard-
McCombe to investigate the 
history of wildcat hybridisation 
and propose effective future 
management options to 
preserve Britain’s only currently 
surviving wild felid.
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WILDLIFE WORLD

Sadly coronavirus is affecting 
wildlife conservation, as well 
as all of us. Our conservation 
teams are responding 
splendidly and not all are 
affected greatly yet. However, 
many articles in this magazine 
were written in March before 
the full impact of the virus was 
clear, so some plans may 
change. 

We’ll report on any revised 
plans in the next issue.

Welcome
Firstly, very warm wishes to you all at this 
difficult time. I hope you’re keeping well.
To keep our staff safe, we’re all working from 
home. Rest assured that conservation hasn’t 
closed down, it’s just a bigger challenge 
than ever. But we love a challenge and we’re 
doing our best to carry on coordinating our 
work across the world. 

As we discuss our work via emails and 
phone calls, we’re also sharing wildlife 
sightings from our new work stations. 
Plenty of birds, including a red kite, heron, 
jays, pigeons and even a kingfisher. Also a 
hedgehog one evening, a cheeky fox 
looking in through a kitchen skylight, 
squirrels and a rat. And I can report the 
welcome sight of frog spawn in my pond. 

These modest signs of wildlife are 
particularly inspiring at the moment – I 
recommend doing it yourself to lift your 
spirits. Which brings me neatly to our Living 
with Mammals survey. If you can safely and 
responsibly access a garden, allotment or 
other green space, even if just through a 
window, then please take part (details on 
p6). The records are vital for effective 
conservation. 

Thank you and take care.

Jill Nelson is the Chief Executive
of People’s Trust for Endangered 
Species. 
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When PTES launched its National Water Vole 
Monitoring Programme in 2015, I was more 
than happy to volunteer my time. I was 

lucky that I had some knowledge in this area through 
my work as an ecologist and have been involved in 
carrying out water vole surveys since 1998.

Primarily, this seemed an important project that I 
could contribute to, was separate to my everyday 
work, and could hopefully give us a better 
understanding of the status of water voles in the UK 
through a sustained programme of data gathering.

But, I should add, the opportunity to survey for 
water voles is not something that I consider onerous. 
It’s a pleasure to head out to a water course and begin 
a search for field signs of these interesting and often 
hard-to-see native mammals.

I decided to take on two PTES registered sites, one 
20km to the north of where I live and the other 30km 
to the east. I’m fortunate to be able to get to these 
sites by car and, if I can, I try to carry out the surveys 
when my work takes me to places nearby.

The sites I’m surveying don’t have any water voles 
– which is a pity – but I’m not wholly disheartened 
about this. Instead, I believe that the negative results 
I’ve been returning provide information which is just 
as valuable and important as the data from a site with 
a population of these fast-declining animals.

My role as a volunteer is to gather the data. My 
wish, as a naturalist, is to see water voles in at least 
one of the sites in the near future. ⚫

It’s a pleasure to
 head out to a 

water course and 
begin a search 

for field signs of 
these interesting 

and often  
hard-to-see 

native mammals.

As a professional ecologist, Chris Balling is well-
placed to help PTES with its water vole monitoring 
programme. Here he explains why it’s important.

 Find out more
 www.ptes.org/watervoles
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Vole-unteer Chris Balling explains 
what motivates him to help with 
our water vole monitoring scheme.

What world leaders say about the 
environment matters. Look at how 
two of them responded to the 
wildfire crises in Australia and Brazil. 

Find out how you can help with our 
hedgehog work and mammals’ 
survey in Conservation News.

Hedges are vital habitats for a 
whole range of wildlife, including 
birds, bats, butterflies and of course 
blackberry pickers. Discover more 
in Habitat Focus.

The primary school that’s saving 
stag beetles, a day in the office with 
our fundraising manager, plus 
other Scrapbook items.

Thanks to PTES funding, red 
squirrels are going back to where 
they belong in the Scottish 
Highlands – we talk to Trees for 
Life’s Becky Priestley about this 
fantastic reintroduction project.

How our overseas partner in 
Tanzania is working for lions and 
local people, plus the latest on our 
snow leopard, giant otter, Persian 
leopard and slow loris projects, too. 

From (finally) the news that the 
Government intends to phase out 
badger culling to more than 8,000 
records of stag beetles or their 
larvae – how you helped us in 2019. 

In this edition
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Another leader you could put into the same 
category — US president Donald Trump — 

did not acknowledge the role of climate
change in California’s wild fires in 2018 
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FRONTLINE

Politicians needn’t put a light to the Amazon or the Outback to set them 
ablaze. Rhetoric plays a major role in how people behave, and we can only 
hope British leaders are more responsible than those in Brazil or Australia. 

James Fair is a journalist specialising in 
wildlife conservation stories and editor  
of Wildlife World Magazine.

During the last few months of 2019 and the first of 2020, the 
world stood and watched, with increasing concern, the 
wild fires that ravaged two very different countries for two 
essentially very different reasons.

First, in August of 2019, came the burning of the Amazon in 
Brazil and other countries. Land speculators fell an area of forest to 
sell to farmers and ranchers, piling up any wood they can’t sell to 
burn. Some of these fires get out of control and end up burning 
standing trees. Clearing forest also changes the microclimate, 
making that area more vulnerable to wild fires in the future.

This has been happening for many decades, but some reports 
suggest there was an 80 per 
cent increase in the number of 
fires in 2019. So what changed?

The answer is Jair Bolsonaro, 
the right-wing populist who 
became President of Brazil on 1st 
January 2019. Before his election, 
Bolsonaro made it clear he 
viewed the Amazon as a resource 
to be exploited for growing crops 
such as soya beans or farming 
livestock, and that the forest itself, 
and the people who lived there, 
were barriers to development.

After his election, he 
weakened environmental 
legislation, notably by putting 
the Ministry of Agriculture in 
charge of the demarcation of 
indigenous territories (in place 
of the Justice Ministry), and by 
reducing funding for wildlife 
conservation. 

It’s not just in his attitude to the Amazon rainforest where 
Bolsonaro appears to differ from mainstream environmental 
thinking. Before he became Brazil’s leader, he showed support for 
climate change deniers and later appointed a foreign minister who 
has a history of scepticism. 

The second country to be hit by catastrophic wild fires was 
Australia. There, no one was setting light to forests or the bush, but 

Loose talk fans the  
flames of global wild fires

©
 Peter J. W

ilson
 / Shutterstock

they burned anyway, thanks to a combination of high summer 
temperatures, drought conditions and strong winds. 

And while no one believes that Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s 
rhetoric helped to ignite the fires in the way Bolsonaro’s may have 
in Brazil, there are similarities. When a research group called the 
New Climate Institute ranked Australia as the worst-performing 
country with regards to its climate change policies, Morrison 
rejected the report, describing it as not ‘credible’.

Though accepting that the drought and climate change were 
contributing factors, Morrison also said that ‘no one can say . . . 
[they] are in any way directly linked to any fire event.’

Indeed, Morrison went on to 
say that it would have made no 
difference if Australia had 
reduced its own greenhouse 
gas emissions, which make up 
1.3 per cent of the global total. 
‘Any suggestion that the actions 
of any state with a contribution 
to global emissions of that 
order is directly linked to any 
weather event, whether here in 
Australia or anywhere else in 
the world, is just not true,’ 
Morrison said.

So, here we have two leaders 
of major world economies who 
appear to see the short-term 
economic interests of land 
speculators, cattle ranchers and 
coal-mining companies as more 
important than those of 
arguably their people or the 
ecological health of the planet 

as a whole. Another leader you could put into the same category – 
US president Donald Trump – did not acknowledge the role of 
climate change in California’s wild fires in 2018.

It remains to be seen how serious our Prime Minister, Boris 
Johnson, will be in taking steps to tackle the climate crisis in the 
UK. We can only hope that he takes a more enlightened approach 
than the leaders of either Brazil or Australia. ⚫
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CONSERVATION NEWS

Much of our work relies on help 
from our supporters. At present 
we’re focusing on our surveys that 
can be done in gardens, so please 
do get involved if you can. 

Taking time to watch
Watching wildlife is a calming way to spend time at 
home. If you have a garden, or window view of any green 
space, you can do something really valuable for wildlife. 
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Every springtime, we ask people to take part in our annual Living 
with Mammals survey. This year is no different. Wherever you 

live in the UK, we’d love to know about the mammals around you. 
However, we’re particularly looking for people from Scotland and 
the north of England to take part, because we get fewer records 
from these areas.

David Wembridge, PTES Mammal Surveys Coordinator, says 
results from the survey over the years have helped to tell us more 
about how our wildlife is changing, but the picture in some parts of 
the country is less clear. ‘For some mammals, the majority of records 
will come from the north or Scotland – three-quarters of red 
squirrels, and almost all pine martens, in Britain are found in 
Scotland, for example,’ he says. You only need to give a small 
amount of time each week – please do help if you can.⚫

Rare bats found on Isle of Man
Droppings identified as those of lesser horseshoes bring 
the number of species on the island to nine. 

As an organisation that loves bats, we’re celebrating an 
amazing new find on the Isle of Man – lesser horseshoe bats 

(in a cellar). This is the second new bat species to be found there 
in the past two years, bringing the total known species to nine.

The discovery was made through DNA analysis of droppings, 
but because there were no bats in the cellar at the time, it’s not 
known how many individuals use the site. 

Within the British Isles, lesser horseshoes are restricted to 
south-west England, Wales and western Ireland. They’re small, 
weighing just 4-9.5g (or one to two teaspoons of sugar) with 
bodies about the size of a plum. Though their range declined 
sharply during the 20th century, there’s some evidence of a 
recovery in recent decades. With luck, that’s also true for those on 
the Isle of Man. ⚫
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Hedgehogs after dark 
To help our remaining hedgehogs, we need to understand 
them. What do these nocturnal creatures get up to during 
the hours of darkness? We need your help to find out.
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Hedgehogs have declined by a third in our towns and cities in 
the past 20 years, but gardens and urban green spaces remain 

important refuges. To understand how important they are, we’re 
launching Hedgehogs after Dark. Starting in May, we’re asking 
people to let us know what hedgehogs get up to when night falls. 
We want our Hedgehog Champions and the general public to look 
out for different hedgehog behaviours, such as feeding or mating. 
We have online explanations and videos about each to help you 
identify them. Wildlife cameras (also called trailcams) are a great 
way to spot night-time behaviour, but they’re not essential. If 
you’re sitting in your garden in the evening, you may even be able 
to watch in person. Videos captured on cameras or phones can 
give us a vital insight into hedgehog behaviour.

Hedgehog Street is a joint campaign with the British 
Hedgehog Preservation Society.⚫

 Find out more and report your sightings
 www.ptes.org/LwM



Go the whole hog with Hedgehog 
Street’s free phone app
Hedgehog advice is always at hand with the new app 
that makes it even easier to help hedgehogs.

Hedgehog Street is our joint campaign to help hedgehogs, in 
collaboration with the British Hedgehog Preservation Society. 

A new Hedgehog Street phone app now makes it easier than ever 
to record hedgehogs in your gardens or when you’re out and 
about. We’ll also use it to send you top tips and advice on how to 
help hedgehogs in your area. Unsure what to feed hedgehogs? 
How long do they hibernate for? What to do if you see a sick or 
injured ‘hog? All of this information and more can be found on the 
app’s handy FAQs.⚫
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CONSERVATION NEWS

Helping women save the world
We made sure to celebrate all our women 
conservationists on International Women’s Day.

Cover for lemurs in Madagascar
Sometimes a simple intervention, such as planting 
some trees, makes all the difference.

We currently support 21 women working on conservation 
projects around the globe, saving some of the world’s most 

endangered animals. In fact, with the help of supporters, PTES has 
awarded more than £650,000 to these amazing people.

We live in a time where we’re seeing a host of increased 
environmental threats affecting wildlife across the world. Many of 
the women conservationists we fund face huge challenges, all to 
help the species they’ve dedicated their lives and careers to.

We are proud to support them and hope their stories inspire a 
new generation of young women to follow in their footsteps. ⚫

In south-east Madagascar, Sam Hyde Roberts and his team at SEED 
Madagascar have planted 1,272 acacia seedlings in two corridors to 

join patches of littoral forest (found on sandy shorelines), that have 
been fragmented by slash and burn agriculture and mining. They’ve 
also planted some other native species.

As these forest patches become isolated, so do the species 
dependent on them. Southern woolly lemurs, Anosy mouse lemurs 
(above) and Thomas’ dwarf lemurs are just some of the animals 
afraid to cross open, cleared land for fear of predators. The 
replanting programme will eventually allow the lemurs to move 
between the fragments, increasing the area of habitat available to 
them. It’s simple but effective. 

Acacia grows fast, fixes nitrogen into the soil and has a high 
survival rate; the other species add diversity. Negotiations were 
required with landowners to allow the work to go-ahead. ⚫
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Return of the wild dogs
Increased numbers of rare Asian canids are not 
welcomed by everyone, so we’re working with a local 
conservation group to reduce any conflict that arises.

We’re delighted that recent research in the Annapurna 
Conservation Area of Nepal reveals that Asiatic wild dogs are 

trying to recolonise the area. Loss of prey and persecution in the 
mid-hills of Nepal previously led to a drastic reduction in their 
numbers. Local elders, who used to see wild dogs in abundance, 
have reported very few sightings for some time. In fact, it’s feared 
there are probably only 1,000-2,300 left across their entire range.

So a natural return is exciting news indeed, but only sustainable 
if the threats which decimated numbers previously are eliminated 
or greatly reduced. Wild dogs, also known as dholes, aren’t popular 
in Nepal because they often come into conflict with livestock 
herders who are desperate to protect their livelihoods.

We tasked Yadav Ghimirey, at Friends of Nature, to set up a 
livestock insurance scheme that compensates for lost domestic 
animals. In addition, fox lights (which flash on and off as if a person 
is walking around with a torch) are being fitted around settlements 

to deter attacks at night. Wild prey species are on the increase in the 
area, so if the wild dogs can be diverted from easy domestic 
pickings, this continuing recolonisation stands a fighting chance.⚫

 Download the app
 www.hedgehogstreet.org/hedgehogstreetapp
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HABITAT FOCUS

Hedge 
Effect
A vast 70 per cent of our landscape is farmland, and the 
importance of our hedgerows within this can’t be 
overstated, especially as we’re seeing worrying declines 
in our native wildlife. Hedges provide homes for nesting 
birds, hedgehogs, dormice, beetles and butterflies. A 
good hedge also mimics the habitat at a woodland edge, 
meaning it can support woodland and scrub species, as 
well as those that live in more open areas.

It provides food, shelter from the elements and 
protection from predation for creatures that may not 
necessarily call it home. Hedgerow corridors also help 
wildlife move about the countryside, connecting up 
other patches of habitat.Each of these roles is important 
in its own right, but providing all of these at once, as 
hedges do, should have us scrabbling to ensure they’re 
properly cared for.

The good news is that we do appear to be winning the 
battle to stop hedgerow removal. We lost about half of 
our hedges during a few dark decades last century. Now 
it’s essential that we cherish the ones we have left – only 
healthy hedgerows can fulfil their potential to give our 
wildlife the chance of survival it deserves.
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HABITAT FOCUS

Our Great British Hedgerow Survey provides instant and free 
information about the condition of each hedge surveyed, as well as 

bespoke advice on how best to manage them. This hedgerow health-
check supports landowners wanting to improve their hedge habitats, 
and helps us get a better idea of how well hedges are doing nationally 
– so we need your help! Surveying is easy, enjoyable and can make a 
real difference. Visit www.hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org to find out how to 
take part.

Song thrushes make use of many hedge features over the course of a year: they 
nest in the shrub vegetation, sing from the tree tops, eat snails living at the base 

and in ditches before moving on to hedgerow berries later on in the season. Loss of 
hedgerows and ditches are known to be a factor in song thrush decline.

Bats need three things to thrive: a roost site, a safe commute and insects to feed 
on. Hedgerows provide all three – 14 of our 18 bat species roost in trees. 

Travelling along hedgerows to feeding sites can also provide them with protection 
from predators and the wind. 

Brown hairstreak butterflies have declined by 
an estimated 43 per cent since the 1970s, 

with loss of hedgerows and annual flailing 
shown to be the key factor in that. Brown 
hairstreaks lay their eggs in hedges in the late 
summer or autumn, and they don’t hatch until 
the following May – if the hedge is flailed 
during that time, the eggs won’t hatch.

Bats and birds

The Great British 
Hedgerow Survey

Butterflies
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PTES NEWS

Scrapbook
We love hearing from PTES people,  

whether supporters or project leaders. 
Pictures, reports, emails, web posts and letters 
give a great sense of your passion for wildlife,  
so please keep them coming!

Dear PTES supporters,

Here in Tanzania, we’ve come up with an 

ingenious approach to pay villag
es for 

encouraging wildlife in their are
a. We give 

the villages camera-traps to capture images 

of the different animals they share their 

land with. Each species is worth different 

points. The village with the most points 

every three months wins $2,000 of benefits. 

We thought you’d like to see som
e of the 

images that we’ve captured rece
ntly.

Amy

Two leopards caught 
in the same shot

Counting dormice
Thanks to all our volunteers who checked 
dormouse nest boxes last year. We’re 
analysing the data and will report back 
soon. In the meantime here’s a photo of  a 
sleeping dormouse sent in by one of our 
volunteers, Adam. Beautiful! 
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Two weddings and a baby
Some nice happy news... congratulations to our Key 
Habitats Project Officer, Megan Gimber (below), on her 
marriage to Tom, and to Key Species Monitoring and 
Data Officer, Emily Marnham (below right), on her 
marriage to Charlie. And we’re delighted to welcome 
Wilfred to the world, new baby for Rachel Lawrence, 
our Individual Giving Manager. 

Our colleagues in Bulgaria were amazed, but delighted, to open the lid of a dormouse nest box at their study site and find a Caspian whipsnake instead of  a dormouse. 

Remember to
 log y

our  

hedge
hog si

ghting
s on  

www.BIGhedge
hogmap.org



Thank you to Mark who sent us this 

wonderful photo of
 a pair of four-

spotted chasers 
that he took on o

ne 

of our Summer on the Somerset 

Levels events.

Amy
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Stag beetle saviours!
Well done to the Donaldson class at the 
Limes Primary Academy. They’ve been 
learning all about stag beetles from our 
website (www.ptes.org/stagbeetles).  
The class of four and five year olds were  
so inspired to help stag beetles that they 
designed posters to raise awareness 
about the plight of our largest land 
beetle. Then they made a log pile in the 
school’s nature area to encourage stag 
beetles in their school. We all loved 
seeing their posters — if your class has 
been working to help wildlife, please let 
us know!

Briddlesford weekend
This muddy group of volunteers, staff and their 
families spent a weekend in January carrying out 
vital, and fun, woodland management work in our 
ancient woodland on the Isle of Wight. Two old, 
overgrown hedges were restored, hazel coppiced  
and two bridges repaired.

Cassandra Dutta,  
Individual Giving Manager

A day in the 
office with... 

Having joined PTES last year, I can honestly say that it is a real privilege to work with such an amazing team of wildlife enthusiasts. In my previous incarnations in ecology and environmental education, I learnt just how important it is to engage and inspire as many as possible to protect our planet – it’s a big job! Going on to work in animal welfare and international development, followed by a stint abroad, it’s wonderful to be back working for a cause so close to my heart. Here at PTES, I manage our appeals so that we can keep you up to date on all of the exciting projects that we have. I love learning about the plethora of species that we work with, from charismatic big mammals such as snow leopards to lesser-known animals such as the Gorgon cave salamander. Taking into account your preferences and what we think you’d like to hear about, we then go about deciding how best to pass on our enthusiasm for a particular species to generous supporters like you. Hopefully, we can inspire you enough to support us so that we can carry on the good work for years to come. In turn, your generosity and passion for endangered wildlife motivates me and the rest of the team in our daily PTES activities – thank you for all that you do!

Cass lets you know how your 

gifts help endangered wildlife

PTES NEWS
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Some warthogs taking a quick dip
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OUR WORK WITH RED SQUIRRELS
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OUR WORK WITH RED SQUIRRELS

Thanks to a project funded 
by PTES, red squirrels are 
reclaiming former 
territories in the Scottish 
Highlands – and they’re 
doing very well. 

Highland 
invasion

Community engagement is one of 
the real bonuses of what we’ve been 
doing,’ says Trees for Life’s red 
squirrel project manager Becky 

Priestley. ‘When we planned the project, it 
was purely a red squirrel conservation 
measure. But we’ve found that local people 
want to get involved – they help with 
releases and carry out supplementary 
feeding and monitoring, too.’

Funded by PTES, Trees for Life has 
reintroduced red squirrels in seven areas of 
the Scottish Highlands since 2016, with the 
first one located around the village of 
Shieldaig, near Torridon.

Phase one is now complete. Becky has 
just begun phase two, which will see 
reintroductions in Ardtornish, on the 
mainland opposite Mull, Spinningdale and 
Golspie, both on the east coast, and one 
other location as yet to be determined. 
She’s promising even more community 
engagement, including training local 
people to monitor the squirrels and taking 
schoolchildren out into the forest to see 
them, or at least where they live.

Eventually there will be 11 new 
populations in the Highlands in total, 
which starts to restore the loss to the 
region of Britain’s native reds after the 
Second World War, when widespread 
deforestation and even shooting 
eliminated them. Since the 1990s, Trees for 
Life and other organisations have been 
replanting native Caledonian pine trees 
and broadleaved species such as beech, 
hazel and oak. Many of them have now 

matured sufficiently to offer good habitat 
for reds.

Red squirrel reintroductions in the 
Scottish Highlands go back to 2008 when 
the pioneering wildlife conservationist Roy 
Dennis brought them back to the 
Dundonnell Estate at the head of Little Loch 
Broom, just south of Ullapool. Roy and his 
team established a blueprint for squirrel 
translocations which Becky now follows.

Here’s how the translocations work. 
Becky identifies areas where there are 
healthy populations and which can sustain 
a small off-take, and puts up feeders in the 
woods. Scottish Natural Heritage will license 
Trees for Life to take no more than two 
squirrels per 200 hectares, ensuring the 
impact on established colonies is negligible.

Once squirrels start visiting the 
feeders, Becky puts up baited traps but 
leaves them open for three or four days to 
allow the squirrels to become accustomed 
to them. Trapping is done in the autumn 
and early spring, to avoid catching any 
heavily pregnant females or those with 
dependent young. 

‘We start trapping at first light,’ Becky 
says, ‘and by midday, we’ve usually caught 
one. The first thing we do is a health 
inspection, to make sure they are fit and 
not carrying any injuries.’ Though it’s 
highly unlikely (because the reds are taken 
from areas where there aren’t any greys), 
looking for any signs of the deadly 
squirrelpox virus – which doesn’t affect the 
greys, but kills their European cousins – is 
particularly important.

Images © SCOTLAND: The Big Picture
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OUR WORK WITH RED SQUIRRELS

Any captured reds are then put in a 
specially built nest box which is lined with 
hay for warmth, and they’re given peanuts 
and apple (to stop dehydration) for the 
journey to the release site. Here the box is 
secured to a tree, and left overnight, so that 
the squirrel’s introduction to its new home is 
when it wakes up the next morning when 
there are no people around. Supplementary 
food is provided for the newly released 
animals for three to six months.

‘After that, we monitor once a year for 
five years,’ Becky says. ‘That means walking 
transects through the forest looking for 
signs of their presence – mainly feeding 
signs. One of the most distinctive signs is a 
pine cone which has been stripped of its 
seeds – it looks very raggedy, and is quite 
different to how a mouse that’s eaten pine 
seeds would leave it. Then we use the data 
we collect to get an idea of how far they’ve 
spread from the release site.’

During the course of the project, Becky 
has been greatly encouraged by just how 
the translocated squirrels are flourishing. 
They’ve spread further from release sites 
than ever expected, even crossing open 
ground to reach new areas of woodland in 
some places. One squirrel went as far as 
19km to Torridon.

Reds do best in mixed woodland that 
includes both pine and broadleaved trees, 
providing the greatest possible range of 
seeds which form the greater part of their 
diet. The only time this isn’t true is where 
their range overlaps with greys, which 
out-compete them in such habitat (while 

reds do better than greys in 
forests where conifers 
predominate). The nearest greys 
to any of these translocated 
squirrels, however, are in 
Aberdeenshire. They’re too far 
away, and there’s too much 
open ground without trees, for 
them to be able to reach these 
newly translocated red colonies. 

While red squirrels clearly can’t survive 
without decent tracts of woodland, it’s a 
moot point as to whether the woodland 
benefits from the presence of the reds. 
Many conservationists say that by taking 
nuts and burying them, reds are acting as 
seed dispersers because they inevitably 
forget about some of them (or die before 
they can retrieve them), allowing them to 
germinate. Becky says she’s searched the 
scientific literature for any studies 
investigating or indeed confirming the 
truth of this theory but has yet to find any. 

Relatively recent research has 
confirmed something else, however – that 
the presence of pine martens in a 
woodland can benefit reds. This was first 
discovered in a study carried out in Ireland, 
and has since been confirmed in the 
Scottish Highlands. 

Pine martens – a member of the 
mustelid family (stoats, weasels, badgers 
and otters) that survives only in woodland 
– will take the occasional red, but prey far 
more readily on non-native greys, which 
evolved in North America where no 
comparable predatory threat exists. It’s said 

that tipping the scales, on average, at about 
half the weight of a grey allows reds to 
access parts of the tree canopy that pine 
martens cannot.

Becky’s work reintroducing red squirrels 
to the Scottish Highlands featured in the 
opening episode of this year’s Winterwatch. 
It’s fantastic to see that not only is work like 
this ending decades of loss for these 
beautiful animals, but that a much wider 
audience is now starting to learn about it. 

As Becky herself said when introducing 
the Winterwatch item: ‘It would be 
devastating if we were to lose our red 
squirrel population. They’re so charismatic, 
with their little ear tufts and their bushy red 
tails. They remind me of Beatrix Potter and 
Squirrel Nutkin. They’re one of those species 
that everyone recognises. They are part of 
our native wildlife, and they just belong in 
our woodlands.’

Now, thanks to Becky, Trees for Life and 
PTES, red squirrels are just that little bit 
more secure than they were. ⚫

SCOTLAND

Phase 1 
reintroduction site

Phase 2 
reintroduction site
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OUR WORK WITH DORMICE

Red squirrels are the native squirrel of 
the UK. They’re also hugely abundant 
over a large part of the Eurasian 
landmass, as far as the easternmost 
point of Russia and as far south as 
southern Spain and South Korea.

Grey squirrels are native to North 
America, found in the eastern United 
States and a small part of south central 
Canada. Though neither species is at 
risk of extinction, the presence of 
greys does threaten the continued 

survival of reds 
here in the UK.

Grey squirrels 
were brought 
to the UK by 
the Victorians, 
with the first 
ones 
reportedly 
released into 
the wild in 
1876. 

According to research carried out at 
Imperial College London, it was 
Herbrand Russell – the 11th Duke of 
Bedford – who is responsible for grey 
squirrels becoming established here. 
He released ten into his Woburn Abbey 
estate, and some into Regent’s Park.

The Duke also sent grey squirrels to 
friends around the country. The same 
Imperial College London research 
found the grey squirrel population 
around Aberdeen is most closely 
related to those from the New Forest  
in Hampshire, suggesting they were 
transported there deliberately. 

Today, there are an estimated 2,500,000 
grey squirrels in the UK, and 160,000 
reds, of which 120,000 are found in 
Scotland. Grey squirrels are larger than 
reds, breed faster and survive better 
during cold winters. They can live in 
much higher densities (15 per hectare, 
compared with 2-3 for reds) in mixed, 
broadleaved woodlands, but they’re  
less well adapted to conifer-only forests. 

Greys also pass reds the squirrelpox 
virus. Greys don’t develop the disease, 
but to reds it is almost always fatal. 
Where reds contract the virus, their 
decline is up to 25 times faster than 
through competition alone. For this 
reason, it’s vital that where reds are 
found, they’re kept separate from 
greys. Those reintroduced to the 
Highlands are separated from their 
nearest grey population by 
considerable distances of open land, 
so cannot be reached.

In England, 
some of the 
most 
important red 
squirrel 
populations 
are found on 
islands such as 
Anglesey, 
Brownsea and 
the Isle of 
Wight. 

Greys versus red
How cousins from across the Atlantic brought doom to our native squirrels

MAIN PICTURE: Reintroducing red squirrels to new areas of the 
Highlands involves trapping animals from established populations. 
Trees for Life’s Becky Priestley is careful to make sure no animals 
are harmed in the process of being moved.

INSET, TOP LEFT: Once they arrive in their new home, the 
translocated red squirrels are put into a nest box where they will 
spend their first night. A small supply of peanuts and apple are left 
in the box to keep the wolf from the door!

INSET, BOTTOM LEFT: Newly moved reds are given supplementary 
food for a few months, and their progress monitored on an annual 
basis, though local people are encouraged to report any sightings 
to Becky and her team. 

MAP, FAR LEFT: Red squirrels have so far been reintroduced to 
seven sites in the Scottish Highlands, with another four to go, 
though the location of one of those has yet to be determined. 
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Conservation 
Partnerships
In every issue of Wildlife World, we report on the latest 
news from our five overseas Conservation Partners who 
each receive £100,000 over a five-year period. From Iran to 
Indonesia, PTES grants manager Nida Al-Fulaij explains 
how your money is making a big difference.

In Ruaha National Park, conservation 
scientist Amy Dickman and her team are 
working on a new project to gain more 

information about the lions in the area.
They already know there is conflict 

between communities and carnivores in 
Ruaha, and to reduce this – for the benefit of 
both people and wildlife – the team needs 
to learn more about lion behaviour and 
ecology. The insights they gain will be 
shared with communities to reduce 
livestock predation, one of the main factors 
driving locals to kill predators.

At the end of 2019, the team fitted GPS 
collars on lions living within village land or 

Bayara recently reported a huge win 
for one of the local Tost communities 
that she works with in Mongolia. 

Under the leadership of herder Ms 
Surenkhuu L (pictured above), the 
community has successfully protected 
their local oasis from the threat of mining. 

A local handicraft programme leader, 
Ms Surenkhuu was very active in leading 
her community to support the petition to 
make Tost a nature reserve in the first place. 
When the reserve was formed, the original 
boundaries excluded some habitat due to 
intense mining interest. However, this same 
habitat also contained a very important 
oasis for the local community. 

Learning from her previous experience, 
Ms Surenkhuu led a local advocacy and 
campaigning effort to protect this oasis. 
We’re delighted, that at the end of 2019, the 
Mongolian Government agreed to shut 
down all mining activity along the reserve 
boundaries, thus protecting the oasis and 
extending the Tost Nature Reserve by an 
additional 150km2 for snow leopards.⚫

on the border of the park. The collars will 
reveal how the lions are using the land, 
and will also alert the ‘Lion Defenders’ – 
young warriors employed by the project to 
help prevent persecution of carnivores 
– when any lions are moving towards 
populated areas.

Collaring a lion is not a straight-forward 
job. It’s potentially dangerous, and requires 
cunning and patience to lure a lion close 
enough, so the team came up with a novel 
solution. They fitted a pair of speakers to 
their car and played different wildlife 
sounds, with buffalo calf calls and the roars 
of rival lions proving the most successful.

They have so far collared two males on 
village land, and a male and a female inside 
the park. In the coming months, they hope 
to collar three more females.

Interesting information is already 
coming in. One of the males moved 
towards village land and then remained 
still. Amy dispatched a team to investigate, 
and they were happy to see he hadn’t gone 
after a cow or a goat, but was feasting on a 
giraffe. A second collared male walked 
10km to join in.

The GPS trackers should last between 
two and three years, and the collars also 
have radio emitters that last up to five years. 
They will provide really detailed 
information on how the lions move around 
the landscape, where the greatest threats of 
conflict are and how to manage them. ⚫
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Lions, Tanzania 
Amy Dickman,  
Ruaha Carnivore Project

Snow leopards, 
Mongolia 
Bayara Agvaantseren 
Snow Leopard  
Conservation Foundation
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Protecting big cats means protecting their prey species so they 
have enough to eat. Mohammad and his team are gathering 
information on how Persian leopards move around the 

landscape and whether they have exclusive hunting zones. In 
particular, they’re looking at how this might vary in the three-
dimensional landscape of the mountains these big cats live in. 

It looks as though, even if these apparently isolated cats have 
overlapping home ranges which they may share to access different 
sections of the mountain, they still fiercely protect the territories 
that they hunt in.⚫
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Giant otters, Peru 
Adi Barocas,  
Giant Otter Conservation Project 

Conducting field research in the tropics 
is challenging. Working in the 
Peruvian Amazon during the rainy 

season, between November and April, is 
even more difficult. So when Adi Barocas 
began studying giant otters in the Madre de 
Dios province a few years ago, he was 
advised to stick to the dry season. During 
the wet season, torrential rains cause river 
water levels to rise abruptly, and the effects 
of these floods may last a few days. The 
floods also spill into adjacent water bodies 
such as oxbow lakes, creeks and swamps, 
and parts of the forest even become flooded.

Given these challenges, why would Adi 
and his team risk studying oxbow lakes 
and giant otters in the rainy season? Well, 
in the wet season, total wetland areas are 
larger. Water bodies are more connected, 
and fish can move between them more 
easily. As predators that mostly rely on fish, 
giant otters should follow the movement of 

their prey. If this is true, giant otters may 
spend less time in areas which otherwise 
are core territories. Researchers in Brazil 
following giant otter families in the wet 
season found that they used larger areas 
and appeared to follow fish into flooded 
areas. And Adi’s recent field trips have also 
revealed similar patterns. In the dry season 
he found 14 family groups using the gold 
mining zone, whereas in the wet season, 
only two were there. 

Knowing the likelihood of giant otter 
family groups being found in their core 
oxbow lake territories is important  
for their conservation. If giant otters  
move more during a certain time of  
year, it’s possible that management  
efforts directed solely at the oxbow  
lakes may not be enough to protect them. 
It may be necessary to also protect rivers 
and areas liable to flood in their vicinity.⚫

In February, the Little 
Fireface Project team in Java 
held a youth camp to teach 

young conservationists about 
their shade-grown coffee 
project and how it’s helping 
slow lorises. 

Involving local students is 
crucial to ensure long-term 
projects are both successful 
and sustainable. In the 
meantime, the team is 
designing a logo for their coffee 
in time for it to go on sale.⚫

Persian leopards, Iran
Mohammad Farhadinia 
Future4Leopards

Slow lorises, Java 
Anna Nekaris  
Little Fireface Project 

Giant otters eat fish such  as cichlids and piranhas 

endangered

©
 A

di Barocas



Wildlife World18 Wildlife World

PTES IN ACTION

Intern
 Saul M

allinso
n stud

ying 

his ke
lp vide

os  

©
 Saul M

allinson

Reviving our 
kelp forests
PTES intern Saul Mallinson is in the early stages of  
a project that could eventually lead to the restoration 
of swathes of kelp to the West Sussex coastline.

Kelp – a type of algae, not a plant – 
used to grow in huge underwater 
forests off much of the Sussex coast, 

but the largely human influences of 
pollution, trawling and sedimentation, as 
well as extreme weather events, have 
massively reduced its range since 1980.

Kelp is important for a number of reasons. 
It’s a source of food for some animals, as well 
as providing shelter or protection from 
predators for others. Kelp forests absorb the 
energy of waves, lowering coastal erosion, 
and they also act as a carbon store.

Saul’s work involves studying underwater 
videos, taken by the Sussex Inshore 
Fisheries and Conservation Authority 
(IFCA), of a vast area of seabed from Selsey 
in the west to Camber Sands in the east.

 Find out more
 https://ptes.org/grants/internship-projects/ 
 protecting-kelp-forest-ecosystems-from-trawling/

He’s categorising different areas of the 
seabed by habitat type according to what 
species he sees in the videos – some areas are 
rocky and have seaweed, for example, some 
are silty with little growing and others stony 
and mainly covered in a temperate-water 
coral called dead man’s fingers.

The plan is to use this information to map 
the whole coastline and get an idea of where 
kelp forests are most likely to recover. Sussex 
IFCA is planning on introducing a ban on 
inshore trawling in the area, and the 
information Saul is compiling will help to 
inform which areas would benefit most  
from such a ban. ⚫ 

Woodland management for bats
Coppicing woodlands – the practice of cutting down usually young trees near their base 
to encourage new growth – is beneficial for many British species, but what about bats?

‘Opening up the canopy allows insects 
to flourish and may favour open-ground 
bats such as pipistrelles and noctules, but 
reduce the foraging potential for others 
such as Brandt’s, brown long-eared and 
barbastelles,’ Rachel adds. 

But that’s just her hypothesis, and until 
the study is complete – hopefully by 2022 
– we won’t know for sure. 

Rachel is fixing static bat detectors in 
her study area. These record any bat calls 
they detect from just before sunset to just 
after sunrise.

Rachel’s next stint of fieldwork to 
record bat activity is likely to be in May or 
June, but she’s definitely avoiding July and 
August, because when she’s previously 
tried to use the bat detectors during these 
months, all they picked up was the near 
constant calling of crickets.

‘I got 30,000 cricket calls in one night,’ 
she says. ⚫ 

Kelp provides food and shelter for many species

Mammals such as dormice, insects 
– especially butterflies – and 
some birds are all known to do 

better in coppiced woods. 
No research on the impact coppicing 

has on bats has ever been carried out, but 
now that’s changing, thanks to funding 
provided by PTES. Ecological consultant 
Rachel Bates is comparing how bats 
fare – both in terms of numbers and 
diversity – after woodland management.

Rachel has already carried out some 
research in two sites in Cambridgeshire, 
where she’s recorded data on bat use in 
different areas of woodland. Now she 
wants to increase the number of 
woodlands she studies to ten. 

She says coppicing could affect bats in 
different ways. ‘From information I’ve read 
so far, clear-felling of coniferous forests 
increases bat activity but decreases 
diversity,’ she says. 

Clear-felling of coniferous 
forests increases bat activity 

but decreases diversity.
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Stag and noble chafer beetles are both declining in the UK because of loss of habitat, 
but you can get involved in helping these fabulous insects recover. 

Stag beetles are declining right across 
their European range, including 
here in the UK, but there are still 

plenty of places where they’re found. The 
more we can discover about these 
spectacular insects, which are best-known 
for their huge mandibles, the better we 
can protect them.

And here’s where you can help. On 
warm summer evenings from the end of 
May onwards, if you have a garden and 
can go outside, we’d like you to look for 
stag beetles. In areas where they live 
(mainly the south-east, but also Essex and 
Suffolk and occasionally in the south-
west), you’ll often see males flying around 
looking for a mate. We’d love you to tell us 
if you see one. 

If you have a little more time, you can 
really help us learn more about stag 
beetle numbers across their range by 
counting them weekly during June and 
July (if we can go out safely by then). 
Simply spend half an hour, once a week, 
counting stag beetles, either in your 
garden, local green space or on a short 
walk. You only have to do it six times out 
of a possible eight, and it’s best done on 
warm, still evenings.

Something else you can do, even if you 
don’t live in an area with stag beetles, is 
build a log pile. Log piles provide essential 
food and shelter for many different animals 
including hedgehogs, frogs and toads, as 
well as beetles. Deciduous wood is best, but 
stag beetles aren’t too fussy about the 
species.

Though dead wood is an extremely 
important habitat for thousands of species, 
they all require slightly different conditions. 
Whereas stag beetles need dead wood in 
contact with the soil or underground, noble 
chafers require dead wood in the trunks 
and branches of living trees.

Most of the noble chafer populations we 
know of are in fruit trees in traditional 
orchards, but there is also a population in 
the New Forest where we think they inhabit 
oak and beech trees. More recently we’ve 
learned that they can also live in old hollow 
hawthorns. So last year we funded a survey 
using a pheromone lure to find new areas 
for noble chafers. 

The survey was successful despite poor 
weather in June (noble chafers prefer to fly 
in dry, sunny conditions), and 26 beetles, 
and two completely new sites in counties 
where we didn’t know the species occur, 
were discovered. 

We will be following up these new 
records to find out more about this elusive 
beetle and working with landowners in the 
area to safeguard orchards and other 
suitable habitats. ⚫

►  Go to  www.ptes.org/gsh to share 
your stag beetle experience – you 
can even send us photos.

►  To take part in the weekly stag 
beetle count, go to www.ptes.org/
stagbeetlescount

►  If you are interested in helping us 
locate noble chafers, please email 
laura.bower@ptes.org for more 
details.

LEFT: Researchers 
have developed a 
new way of 
surveying noble 
chafter beetles with 
this pheromone lure.

BELOW: Noble 
chafers  are mainly 
found in traditional 
orchards and wood 
pastures.

STAG BEETLES LIFE CYCLE: 

►  Stag beetles lay their eggs in rotting wood 
underground – in log piles, tree stumps or old 
fence posts.

►  Once hatched, the larvae feed on the rotting 
wood for at least three years (and as many as 
seven). Then they pupate and eventually 
emerge as adults from the soil in the spring.

►  Most adults will live just a few months, during 
which they must find a mate and reproduce. 

NOBLE CHAFERS LIFE CYCLE: 

►  Adult females lay eggs under the bark or in the 
centre of decaying fruit trees. 

►  Larvae feed within the tree for two to three years. 

►  They pupate into adults, and emerge any time 
from late June to August, and live for a further 
four to six weeks. 

©
 Steve O

ram
©

 Ross B
ow

er, A
n

ita A
rm

stron
g

©
 Laura B

ow
er

Get involved

Help PTES with a stag weekend
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Hirolas were once common in much 
of East Africa, but habitat loss, 
poaching and drought have 

caused a huge decline from an estimated 
14,000 in the 1970s to some 500 today.

Led by Dr Abdullahi Ali, the Hirola 
Conservation Programme (HCP)’s main 
goal is to reduce tree encroachment in the 
species’ last stronghold along the 
Kenyan-Somali border. 

Ali and his colleagues have already 
shown, in experimental plots, that they 
can reseed areas with native grasses that 
will support hirolas, and now they’ve 
expanding this approach to a landscape 
scale. They have cleared nearly 200 
hectares of invasive tree species and 
replanted them as grasslands.

Ten local villagers in five villages were 
recruited to act as range restoration 
technicians, and another 100 local 
labourers to do the bush clearing, seed 
planting and post-planting management.  

Hope for the hirola
The Hirola Conservation Programme is making excellent progress to 
reverse habitat degradation to help save the world’s rarest antelope.
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Meanwhile, the team is also 
establishing five 25-hectare grass islands 
and carrying out a study of the nutritional 
properties of pastures to understand 
better what hirolas need and when.

The HCP is also reducing hirola 
poaching. With more than a hundred 
cases reported every year, this is vital for 
the population to recover and increase.

Four scouts, recruited from indigenous 
Somali villages and trained in security and 
data collection, started work last May in 
the Bura East Conservancy where they 
carry out daily anti-poaching patrols and 
engage with local communities. Seven 
livestock herders have also been recruited 
to act as eyes and ears throughout the 
hirola range.

With continued support, Ali is 
confident that the team can make 
progress in the long-term recovery of the 
hirola population and human-wildlife 
coexistence within the hirola’s range. ⚫

There are less than 
500 hirolas left in the  

wild today.

People use rhino horn for its supposed 
medicinal qualities, most notably for 
curing hangovers. This is leading 

directly to rhino poaching, mainly in 
southern Africa. In 2017, 1,124 rhinos were 

killed in Africa by 
poachers. Though 

that’s a reduction 
from 1,349 in 
2015, it still 
means that 
nearly 9,000 
rhinos have 

been lost since 
2008.

Many 
conservation 

organisations have tried 
to curb horn consumption in 

Vietnam and China by 
highlighting its lack of 

medicinal properties, its impact on rhinos in 
Africa and its illegality.

But, according to Dr Vu Hoai Nam 
Dang, of the University of Copenhagen, 
who is interviewing horn users with the 
help of PTES funding, these messages have 
absolutely no impact on users.

That’s because the conviction that horn 
has magical healing properties for 
everything from hangovers and fever to 
gout, and even life-threatening conditions 
such as cancer, is firmly entrenched within 
many people’s belief systems, and also 
because they simply don’t care about the 
fate of African rhinos.

As to breaking the law, Nam says: ‘They 
are concerned about the legal consequences 
but believe they know how to mitigate the 
risks’. The fact is that no legal action has ever 
been taken against any individual consumer 
in Vietnam. In many cases, rhino horn 

Pioneering research is leading to greater understanding of why it’s so hard 
to stop people in Vietnam from using rhino horn. 

Curbing horn use
consumers are powerful individuals with 
good contacts within the police or 
government. ‘Demand can only be reduced 
if the current regulations are enforced – if 
consumers are prosecuted,’ he concludes.

Though Nam doesn’t hide what he’s 
doing, he also needs to fit in with the often 
very wealthy people he interviews about 
their use of rhino horn. He needs a good 
understanding of their interests and 
lifestyles. ‘They want to talk to you about 
their hobbies – sports cars, Cuban cigars 
and luxury products,’ he says. He’s even 
resorted to borrowing a £200,000 Porsche 
GTS just to visit someone and appear 
non-threatening! 

Nam plans to carry out 600 interviews 
with horn users this year to thoroughly 
understand what motivates their behaviour 
that has such a damaging impact on rhinos 
thousands of miles away. ⚫ 
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‘Forest farmers’ of Colombia
PTES is funding urgent work on rare South American black spider 
monkeys.

Very little is known about Colombian 
black spider monkeys. It’s assumed 
they’re only found on the Pacific 

coast of Colombia and that, like other spider 
monkeys, they require primary rainforest to 
provide them with the fruits that they eat.

But that, says Alma Hernández 
Jaramillo of Neotropical Primate 
Conservation Colombia (NPCC), is about it. 

We certainly don’t know exactly what their 
distribution is, how many there are or how 
they live, though they are classed as Critically 
Endangered, so are without doubt very rare.

With funding from PTES, Alma and her 
team from NPCC are tracking these monkeys 
and talking to local people. They want to find 
out where the monkeys are and to mobilise 
the communities to help conserve them.

‘When we confirm the presence of black 
spider monkeys in an area, we then focus on 
designing strategies with the people living 
immediately around them in the hope of 
easing the pressure on the habitat the 
monkeys rely on,’ says Alma.

The areas they’re investigating are 
mainly inhabited by indigenous and 
Afro-Colombian people who, on the whole, 
have positive relationships with their 
environment. ‘What has changed is the 
pressure of the armed conflict and the few 
economic options they have,’ says Alma. 
Their research so far suggests that most are 
unaware of the monkeys’ existence, and 
those that are, hunt them for food.

Alma believes that by talking to them 
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►  There are seven species of spider 
monkey, all belonging to the same 
genus Ateles and all found in tropical 
forests in Central or South America.

►  They have disproportionately long 
limbs and a prehensile tail, which gives 
them their common name.

►  Spider monkeys don’t have a proper 
thumb on their hands – scientists 
speculate it was lost to give them a 
hooked grip when swinging through 
the trees.

Often referred to as the world’s most 
traded mammal, pangolins (of which 
there are in fact eight species) have 

suffered greatly in recent years because of an 
astonishing appetite for their scales for 
medicinal purposes and as food for the pot.

But what makes these small, unassuming 
ant- and termite-loving mammals so 
tempting to the human race? In many ways, 
they are not obvious targets as either 
walking pharmacies or sources of nutrition. 
And yet all are classified as being at risk of 
extinction, with two designated as Critically 
Endangered and four as Endangered. 

It’s the key issue that PTES is funding 
Nabajit Das and local workers to investigate 
in the extreme north-east of India. Here, there’s 
an apparently insatiable demand for the 
body parts of Chinese pangolins, one of the 
species regarded as Critically Endangered.

Das explains that there are 15 different 
tribes living in his study area, and that each 
one has different cultural uses of wild 

animals and plants, with pangolins widely 
used in particular as traditional medicines.

‘During informal interviews with 
traditional healers, they informed us that 
people seek out Chinese pangolins for many 
purposes,’ Das says. ‘A total of 13 pangolin 
body parts were identified as being used and 
prescribed for the treatment of almost 30 
different ailments.’

Pangolin scales have the highest use, 
Das reveals, with bones, the head and meat 
coming next. Pangolin parts were most used 
to treat ‘spiritual ailments’, followed by 
infertility and financial rituals, protection 
from witchcraft, convulsions and 
rheumatism.

But, it’s not just local use that’s driving 
these pangolins towards the brink. Some 
villages are now ‘transit hubs’ for the  
illegal pangolin trade, Nas reveals. By 
understanding what drives the trade, Nas 
and his colleagues will then be able to devise 
strategies to protect them. ⚫

The trade in pangolins is nudging them towards extinction, but by understanding 
the drivers of the trade, we may be able to stem this commercial tide.

Challenging the trade in pangolins

about the monkeys, she can change 
attitudes. ‘I organise workshops with 
children and adults to tell them about this 
species’ ecological importance as one of the 
largest seed dispersers. As I say to them, the 
monkeys are the farmers of the forest.’

NPCC works in a region largely 
abandoned by the state and often 
controlled by a variety of armed groups. 
Local people help them by saying which 
areas are safe to visit and which aren’t. ⚫

A single pangolin eats up to 20,000 ants or termites a day —  that’s 7.3 million a year.

endangered
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Digging deep for dormice

Thank you to everyone who generously  
donated to our dormice appeal last Christmas.
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HOW YOUR SUPPORT IS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Supporters like you are our lifeline. Your 
generosity enables us to carry out all the 
work you’ve read about in this magazine. 
Together, we’ve been able to help 
numerous endangered species at home 
and abroad, and we’re so grateful to you. 
Here’s just some of what your support has 
achieved recently. 

Thanks to you

We’re delighted to be partnered with 
Divine Savages (www.divinesavages.com), 
who specialise in creating collections of 
stunning home goods. Their mission is to 
inject a splash of wonder into your home, 
reflecting a passion for daring design 
with a flourish of both the divine and the 
savage. For every item sold from their 
Crane Fonda, Faunacation, Geometric 
Aviary and Priscilla collections, we receive 
a £1 donation. Thank you Divine Savages! ⚫

Good news for badgers

You helped us protect our beautiful badgers last year.

Battling for beetles

A big shout out to our stag beetle fans who have 
helped us to continue running our Great Stag Hunt 
survey with kind and generous donations.

Stag beetles are under threat in the UK from habitat loss. They 
thrive on dead wood, which their larvae will feed on for up to 
seven years before emerging in the summer as fully-formed 
adults. However, many landowners and gardeners are removing 
dead wood, which is the habitat larvae require. We’re encouraging 

people to build log piles and retain tree 
stumps so that stag beetles can lay their 

eggs. We’re also logging when 
reports of stag beetle larvae or 

eggs are seen as part of our 
Great Stag Hunt, so that we 

can build a picture of how our stag beetles 
are doing. In 2019, we received more 
than 8,264 records of stag beetles or their 

larvae, and we hope this year to have 
even more! ⚫

Divine idea to bring the  
wild into your home

Badgers are an iconic, much-loved British species, sadly plagued by 
controversy. As carriers of bovine TB, an incurable disease that results 
in the slaughter of thousands of cattle every year, mass culls of this 
species have taken place over recent years. Since we asked for your 
help in funding research into the use of a vaccine as an alternative 
to culls, we’ve had some incredible news. The government recently 
announced that badger culls are to be phased out over the next few 
years and vaccinations will 
be administered instead. 
Our project leader Professor 
Rosie Woodruffe, is relieved 
at the announcement 
and said the following: 
‘Vaccination is the most 
promising option because, 
unlike culling, it has the 
potential to eradicate 
TB from badgers, as 
well as being cheaper, 
more humane, and more 
environmentally friendly.’ ⚫

With your help, we are poised to provide 
even more nest boxes to give this special 
species a helping hand. As natural nesting 
sites become more difficult to find due to 
habitat loss, providing wooden nest boxes 
for dormice to use has become an integral 
part of their conservation. And we’ll be 
needing them for some very exciting 
dormice reintroductions around the UK 
that we have planned for the future.  
Our Dormouse and Training Officer, Ian 
White, is hopeful about the dormouse’s future in the 
UK. “We have a long road ahead of us conserving the 
UK’s dormice, however we know that where the 
conditions are just right, populations are thriving. 
It’s heart-warming to know that we have your 
support, so thank you from all the 
team here at PTES.” ⚫

In the last 
10 years we 
have supplied 
over 21,000 

dormouse boxes
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HOW YOUR SUPPORT IS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

CJ Wildlife, one of the UK´s leading specialist suppliers 
of wildlife products, is helping us bring the wild 
back to life as one of our valued corporate partners. 
For details of its extensive range of food, feeders 
and habitats for birds and wildlife, plus binoculars, 
cameras, pollinating plants, wildlife-themed gifts, 
books and much more, please visit their website at 
birdfood.co.uk. PTES supporters can enjoy a 10% 
discount off products from CJ Wildlife using the 
code UKPTES19. Thank you CJ WiIdlife! ⚫

Filling the gaps in our hedgerows

Since we last asked some of you to help us support 
our vital hedgerow work, our project officer Megan 
has been beavering away, launching the Great British 
Hedgerow Survey. 
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Last spring, we ran our first ever garden wildlife campaign, which 
encouraged people to make small changes in their garden that have 
BIG impacts for wildlife. The campaign had such a great response 
that we’re running it again this  
spring. And we’ve created a special  
Wildlife-Friendly Garden kit to help you  
along the way. 

Don’t have a garden kit? Get  
yours today by donating £5 at  
ptes.org/wfg ⚫

Wild about gardens

As the weather starts to warm, and wildlife begins 
to emerge, it’s a great time to start thinking about 
making your garden more wildlife-friendly. 

Something to roar about

Did you help us defend lions in back in February 
last year? We asked for your help in supporting an 
innovative project in Tanzania to reduce conflict 
between local communities and lions.

Since then, our project partner Amy Dickman, has been hard at 
work. As well as her work collaring lions in Ruaha National Park 
(which you can read more about on page 16), Amy and her team 
are progressing the Lion Defenders project. You may remember 
from our appeal that the Lion Defenders are former young warriors 
bestowed with honour for killing lions  
and protecting their village. This project  
has turned that idea on its head, and  
now the Lion Defenders (right) gain  
status and financial reward for  
protecting their village’s livestock from  
lions without killing them. Amy has  
written a children’s book around this  
idea and has distributed it to several  
schools in the region, with an  
amazing response from students and  
teachers. Thank you for supporting  
us, and the lions, in this  
ground-breaking project.⚫

 
One-stop nature shop

Individuals, landowners and 
volunteers will be able to use 
this free tool to health-check 
hedgerows. Not only will the 
survey collect data from across the 
country, enabling us to explore 
the condition of this valuable 
habitat on a national scale, but 
it’ll also give instant and valuable advice on the 
current health of a hedge, and on how best to manage it for wildlife. 
Megan says ‘This survey is the first of its kind - thank you so much 
for helping to make this happen. We hope it will provide a valuable 
tool for anyone interested in hedgerows as a habitat, whether it 
be for the health-check, the bespoke management advice or as 

platform to collect 
and store their data.’ 
We’re ready to start 
actively promoting 
our hedgerow survey 
as and when it is safe 
to do so, so watch this 
space! ⚫

Find out more about what 
makes a tip-top hedgerow on 

our website at  
www.ptes.org/hedgerow/

managing-hedgerows-top-tips



people’s 
trust for

species
endangered

In the Indian State of Maharashtra, people live cheek-by-jowl with tigers, leopards and elephants that roam beyond 
protected areas. There is real danger for these people, with livestock regularly taken and occasional human casualties. With 

PTES support, Wild Shaale (‘shaale’ means school in the regional language Kannada), a touring wildlife education unit, is 
teaching children tolerance and practical coping strategies to reduce conflict and protect wildlife from recriminations. 

Teaching children about what they have in common with animals, and also what makes each species unique, helps 
them understand that there can be room for people and wildlife if we want there to be.  

Find out more at www.vimeo.com/351127930

Your support is vital.

Thank you.
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