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Request for dormouse bodies for post mortem examination
REASONS FOR CARRYING OUT POST MORTEM EXAMINATIONS ON DORMICE

Post mortem examinations on free-living dormice provide very valuable information on disease threats to the conservation of dormice, improve our understanding of their population dynamics and may enable the detection of emerging infectious diseases should they occur.  These examinations will additionally give the opportunity to collect samples for other studies on dormice. The following samples and information with direct relevance to the reintroduction programme will be collected:

· The characteristics of the diseases, present
· Data on the area, habitat and circumstances in which the dormouse was found

· The transponder number, if present, and hence the origin of the dormouse.

· Data on body measurements, condition score and body weight, leading to an assessment of the condition of the dormouse at the time of year it is found
In addition, information will be gained on any zoonotic infections harboured by dormice, enabling assessment of the health risks to dormice workers and implementation of necessary protective measures. This information can be gained from recently dead specimens but do send in bodies in any state (even mummified ones) as all are useful.
PROTOCOL FOR SUBMITTING DEAD DORMICE FOR POST-MORTEM EXAMINATION
Please provide the following data:
· Name and contact details of the finder

· National grid reference and/or address of the site where the dormouse was found

· Habitat type in which the dormouse was found

· Circumstances of death 

· Any other information known about the dormouse that might be relevant
How to send your dormouse:

· Wrap the dormouse in kitchen paper or cotton wool

· Place the wrapped dormouse in a margarine tub or plastic box to prevent crushing during postage

· Put this box in two securely sealed plastic bags, which are tightly closed
· Place the bagged box/tub in a suitable cardboard box with the completed submission form and add a freezer pack to keep the dormouse cool during postage

· Use the address label available from ZSL to submit the package by post.  Please add the names Tony Sainsbury/Tammy shadbolt above the address label
· Please refrigerate, don’t freeze your dormouse if there is a delay before posting
PLEASE ENSURE THE PACKAGE IS POSTED TO ARRIVE ON A WEEKDAY and let us know at the email addresses below that a package is on its way
              Reports on the investigation will be sent to the submitter but may take some time so please be patient.  Any questions contact DRAHS@zsl.org.
POST-MORTEM SUBMISSION FORM DORMOUSE

TO BE POSTED WITH SUBMITTED CARCASE  

	Date found
	

	Location and Grid Reference
	

	Species
	

	Identification number (if applicable)
	

	Age class
	Juvenile / Adult / Unknown

	Sex
	Male / Female / Unknown

	Preservation 
	Refrigerated / Frozen / None / Other ……. 

	Sender’s name 
	

	Sender’s telephone number and email address

	

	May we contact you to ask for information or share the pm report?          □

	Circumstances of death

(signs prior to death, situation in which specimen was found)
	


Thank you for your help

Health and Safety:

Please remember that dormice can carry infectious agents that can infect humans. Sensible hygiene precautions should always be taken when handling them:
· Pick up a dead dormouse with your hand in a plastic bag which can be inverted around the dormouse and closed
· Do not package dormice in areas used to prepare food

· Wash hands thoroughly with disinfectant soap after handling dead dormice

· Do not eat or drink while handling dead dormice

