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What a 
difference a 
year makes
Our mission is to save 
our wildlife for the 
future. 
Our wildlife is disappearing. 
Almost two thirds of species 
in the UK declined in the past 
50 years. Over 65,000 species 
are on the international alert 
list. There’s nothing natural or 
inevitable about this. It can be 
stopped. And we can all play a 
part. That’s why People’s Trust 
for Endangered Species exists.
UK WILDLI





None of our successes over more than 
40 years would be possible without 

our fantastic volunteers, supporters 
and staff. Thank you for standing up for 
wildlife with us” 

Dr Andrew Kitchener
Chair, People’s Trust for Endangered Species

Our other trustees are Sheila Anderson, MBE,  
Sylvia Kahn Freund, Dr Tony Mitchell-Jones and 
Sandy Richardson.



Our approach
Conserving endangered wild 
animals and the places where 
they live is a huge task. We make 
our limited resources work 
hard, using scientific evidence 
to judge where action’s most 
needed and where we’ll have the 
greatest impact.

We work with land owners, 
local communities, scientists 
and the public and take swift, 
sustainable action before it’s too 
late. From hedgehogs and stag 
beetles in our gardens, to slow 
lorises in Indonesian rainforests, 
we work with passion to save 
them all.

We can’t do it alone so we use 
our expertise and experience to 
inspire thousands of volunteers 
to monitor wildlife and improve 
their surroundings for nature.



With one in five wild mammals threatened in 
Britain, this group of animals is a top priority. We 
fund research into why some of these animals are 
in trouble so that we take the right action to turn 
things around. It’s vital we know how their numbers 
change over time. We keep close tabs by surveying 
mammals nationwide and act fast to protect 
wildlife.

Wildlife in the UK



>  Managing national monitoring for dormice, water voles, and 
mammals in urban green spaces and along roads

>  Creating tools and techniques to detect priority mammals: 
ultrasonic lures for Bechstein’s bats, footprint tunnels for 
dormice and hedgehogs, hair tubes for pygmy shrews, and 
owl pellets for harvest mice

>  Returning beavers to the wild in Scotland and pine martens 
in Wales with on-the-ground partners

>  Discovering the disturbing hedgehog decline through long-
term surveying, leading to their inclusion on the UK list of 
priority species

>  Ecologists, planners and developers using our 162,000 
survey records on the National Biodiversity Network to 
minimise damage to wildlife

>  Supporting our MP species champions at Westminster: Chris 
Grayling for hedgehogs, Matt Hancock for dormice and 
Hilary Benn for water voles

We’re investigating grassland management and mink control 
for water voles, woodland coppicing for bats, holes in fences 
for hedgehogs, wildcat hybridization, dormouse hibernation, 
mountain hare survival in the Peak District, reintroducing pine 
martens and translocating red squirrels.

Successes and plans for mammals



Focus on hedgehogs
In the past decade half of rural hedgehogs have gone 
and a third from towns and cities. The urban decline 
may be slowing, but the situation in the countryside is a 
real concern. This decline isn’t sustainable and must be 
reversed.

We’re saving hedgehogs from the threat of extinction 
through Hedgehog Street, with our partners the British 
Hedgehog Preservation Society, comprising a huge 
public engagement campaign, insightful research into 
the causes of the decline, and support for those who 
manage green spaces in towns and country.

We’re now recruiting more hedgehog champions, 
persuading housing developers to build hedgehog-
friendly estates, advising land managers to look out for 
hedgehogs and researching and unpicking the complex 
reasons for the continuing decline in numbers.

>  Recruiting over 60,000 
Hedgehog Champions 
connecting over 10,000 
gardens so hedgehogs 
can travel around 

>  Targeting, bespoke, 
hedgehog-friendly 
advice to managers of 
urban green spaces, 
farmers and other rural 
landowners, and 
building developers 

>  Recording over 60,000 
hedgehogs on the Big 
Hedgehog Map

SUCCESSES  
AND PLANS 



Focus on dormice
When we discovered that hazel dormice were locally 
extinct from large parts of the countryside, we knew 
we had to respond immediately. Dormice are good 
barometers for the health of woodlands and hedgerows 
that support hundreds of other species too. 

Dormice continue to decline at over 5% a year. Our rescue 
plan involves close monitoring of remaining populations, 
reintroducing dormice back to the wild where they’ve 
died out, restoring suitable habitat and training other 
woodland managers to help.

These and other innovations featured at our dormouse 
conference for professional ecologists at the Natural 
History Museum. 

Now we’re redoubling our effort to get dormouse-friendly 
advice to woodland and hedgerow owners to stabilise 
and eventually reverse the dormouse decline. And we’re 
continuing to reintroduce them where needed and 
bolster populations by enhancing whole landscapes for 
dormice.

>  Checking dormouse 
nestboxes in hundreds 
of woodlands 

>  Returning dormice to 
woodlands in 12 
counties where they’d 
gone extinct giving 
them another chance in 
better managed habitat  

>  Developing footprint 
tunnels to detect 
dormice reliably at 
development sites, and 
an arboreal bridge (with 
partners Animex) for 
when development 
threatens to isolate 
dormouse habitat 

>  Supporting four 
landscape projects 
linking dormouse 
populations by 
rejuvenating the 
hedgerows between 
them

SUCCESSES  
AND PLANS 



Focus on water voles
Accidental and deliberate releases of American mink and 
loss of healthy, protective riverbank vegetation decimated 
water voles by the 1990s. 

We fund work to combat the decline through habitat 
restoration and improving survey techniques. Our 
monitoring programme checks the state of water voles 
and is vital nationally in directing conservation activity 
and measuring its impact.

We’re measuring mink management and displacement, 
studying the curious urban grassland population in 
Glasgow, and mapping water vole records to inform 
planning applications. To make it really easy for ecologists 
to survey waterways near building development sites, 
we’re investigating whether water vole presence can be 
detected from DNA traces left in water. We plan to publish 
a state of Britain’s water voles by 2020. 

>  Identifying the 
vegetation that best 
suits water voles and 
wards off mink 

>  Initiating national 
monitoring so we know 
where they remain and 
where to act fast 

>  Advising land 
managers on how to 
help water voles

SUCCESSES  
AND PLANS



Focus on invertebrates
Tidying away fallen wood in gardens, woodlands and 
wood pastures threatens the survival of many animals, 
such as noble chafers and stag beetles, that depend on 
dead wood. We promote wildlife-friendly gardening, 
restoring the habitats these species rely on and collecting 
sightings to confirm where they still thrive. 

The State of Britain’s Stag Beetles 2018 reported the 
distribution of stag beetles as steady and still hanging on 
at the edge of their European range in Britain.

We’re trialling a promising pheromone lure to attract live 
noble chafer beetles to see if these beetles are as obscure 
as we thought. And we’re helping people make their 
gardens friendly for stag beetles and other invertebrates.

>  Collecting stag beetle 
and larvae sightings 
over 20 years provides 
insight for effective 
conservation  

>  Engaging volunteers in 
the UK in the European 
stag beetle survey 

>  Investing in future 
conservationists 
through paid 
internships for young 
scientists working on 
butterflies (Lulworth 
skippers, large blues 
and speckled wood), 
brown-bordered 
lacewings, bees (large 
scabious, solitary and 
sea aster mining), glow 
worms and stag beetles

SUCCESSES  
AND PLANS



Ancient woodland
Briddlesford Woods, our nature reserve on the Isle of 
Wight, is a prime, ancient woodland, home to threatened 
dormice, red squirrels and bats, many birds, insects, 
amphibians and plants.

We’re indebted to many volunteers who help us carefully 
manage the woods, coppicing and nurturing future 
tree growth and opening out rides to bring in light. We 
survey the wildlife regularly to make sure our efforts are 
nurturing the wildlife.

Restoring landscapes

>  Creating a woodland 
training centre and 
teaching hundreds of 
woodland managers 
how to take special  
care for dormice 

>  Checking 500 
dormouse nestboxes 
regularly gives us a 
unique insight into  
their status  

>  Regular surveying 
reveals an unparalleled 
variety of plants, fungi, 
butterflies, dragonflies, 
deadwood-loving 
beetles as well as rare 
mammals and birds  

SUCCESSES  
AND PLANS



Traditional orchards
Traditional orchards are important refuges for scarce 
species of mosses, lichens, fungi, birds and larger foraging 
animals. Despite their conservation priority status, 
old orchards continue to decline and disappear under 
developments almost unnoticed. We created the national 
orchard inventories of England, Wales and Scotland, 
working with several partners, containing details of over 
50,000 remaining traditional orchards.

To move more orchards into excellent condition, our 
new orchard wildlife watch will give owners a checklist 
to measure just how wildlife-friendly their orchard is 
and how to improve it. And we’ll be leading by example 
as we nurture our own traditional orchard, Rough Hill 
in Worcestershire, to support as much variety of life as 
possible.

>  Our inventories 
revealing 46% of 
orchards in declining 
condition in England 
and 50% in Wales; 39% 
and 35% improving and 
nearly 15% apiece as 
favourable 

>  Restoring traditional 
orchards through 
training and advice,  
tree grants to  
encourage new 
planting, and sourcing 
old fruit varieties  

>  Creating and restoring 
community orchards at 
historical but lost 
orchard sites 

>  Averting further 
orchard losses through 
advice on planning 
applications

SUCCESSES  
AND PLANS



Focus on hedgerows, 
wood pastures and 
parklands
Healthy hedgerows provide food and 
protection for dormice, hedgehogs, bats 
and birds. Wood pastures and parklands 
positively teem with invertebrates and 
plants, many severely threatened. We’re 
championing these vital places for wildlife 
but information about the state across 
the UK is patchy, scattered and of little 
use when seeking to improve or restore 
such precious habitat. We decided to 
put this right so we can save and restore 
hedgerows and wood pastures nationwide.

>  Developing a scientifically-robust yet 
simple way to survey hedgerows and 
judge their condition 

>  Supporting volunteer surveyors 
through training, video and other 
materials  

>  Holding all the information in one 
user-friendly hedgerow hub where 
new records can be added 

 >  Giving instant feedback on the 
condition of a hedgerow and simple 
steps to improve it 

 >  Putting in place a similar toolkit for 
wood pastures and parklands

SUCCESSES AND PLANS





Our Conservation Partnerships 
support exceptional 
conservationists working in 
challenging situations. Two 
are new this year, slow lorises 
and lions. 



Slow lorises suffer habitat loss and the 
wild pet trade. Anna Nekaris’ Little Fireface 
Project works with Indonesian scientists 
and local communities, improving the 
fortunes of these tiny primates. By working 
with local farmers to produce wildlife-
friendly, organic coffee, interspersed with 
alternative crops and native, slow loris-
friendly trees, Anna counters habitat loss 
and averts the pet trade.

Tanzania’s Ruaha National Park holds a 
tenth of the world’s remaining lions; it also 
has the highest rate of lion killing in East 
Africa. Amy Dickman’s Ruaha Carnivore 
Project tackles human conflict with lions 
and other carnivores by engaging local 
villagers to defend livestock and monitor 
threatened wildlife in return for healthcare 
and education benefits for their families. 

Wildlife 
worldwide



Three other Partnerships continue. 
Having successfully secured 
protected status for snow leopards 
in the Mongolian Tost region, 
Bayarjargal Agvaantseren persuaded 
local officials to appoint two full-time 
rangers and support staff to execute 
a snow leopard conservation plan 
based on her scientific data collection 
and success with community 
engagement.

Adi Barocas is collecting evidence 
of the potentially disastrous 
impact on giant otters of mercury 
contamination and riverbank 
destruction from illegal gold mining 
in Manu National Park in Peru. 

And in Iran, Mohammad Farhadinia’s 
team is protecting Persian leopards 
through better law enforcement, 
anti-poaching effort and controlling 
contagious diseases.



>  80 juvenile Cambodian crocodiles 
bred and released to bolster the 
population of only 250 adults left in 
the wild 

>  Providing government with the 
information needed to deploy a team 
of anti-poaching rangers to protect 
the only remaining saiga antelopes in 
Uzbekistan  

>  Patrols by eco-rangers in Iyondji 
Community Bonobo Reserve in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
trained and kitted out by us, forced 
poachers to abandon ten camps

SUCCESSES WORLDWIDE



Insight 
awards
We focus on the world’s most 
endangered and often lesser-known 
threatened species, funding work  
that offers insight into a conservation 
problem – work that makes a lasting 
difference.

>  Elephants

>  Andean bears

>  Albany adders

>  Green turtles

> Cheetahs

> Giant tortoises

> Cambodian crocodiles

> Hirola

> Lemurs

> Roaches dormice

> Northern river terrapins



Conservation volunteers, charitable 
trusts, individual supporters, 
expert advisors and the long-term 
commitment of our staff and trustees 
are all critical to us making a real and 
lasting difference to wildlife.

Thank you to all our volunteers helping 
in our retail shop in Egham, at our 
nature reserves, doing our wildlife 
surveys, restoring landscape for our key 
species, helping in the office, making 
dormouse boxes, supporting through 
social media and fundraising events.

Thank you to all our donors who 
give so generously and bequeath 
legacies, and to the seventeen trusts 
that have awarded us support over 
the last year. 

>  Publishing in the scientific press and 
specialist newsletters 

>  Sharing our thousands of biological 
records for use in assessing 
development proposals and research  

>  Reaching people through festivals, 
fairs and schools, and our training 
courses and talks 

>  Generating over a thousand news 
articles this year alone 

>  Updating our supporters through 
Wildlife World magazine 

>  Inspiring visitors at Wildlife 
Encounter wildlife watching events 

SUCCESSES SPREADING 
THE WORD

Standing up 
for wildlife 



Financial overview 2018

Income  
£1,356,423 

Expenditure
£1,523,095 

£569,639 Gifts in wills 
accounted for over a 
third of our income in 
2018. We’re so grateful 
for those who left their 
ultimate gift to give 
endangered species a 
future, allowing us to 
plan strategically.

£438,436 Supporting UK 
conservation of endangered 
animals and habitats 
focusing predominantly on 
mammals and invertebrates 
in woodlands, orchards, 
hedgerows and wood 
pastures.

£480,342 Donations 
from our generous 
supporters help us 
protect snow leopards 
in Mongolia to dormice 
in British woodlands.

£361,283 Practical 
worldwide and UK 
research projects 
directing effective 
conservation action.

£127,443 Grants from 
trusts, charities and 
foundations, and public 
bodies and charities 
support our work on 
dormice, hedgehogs and 
nature reserves.

£170,674 Harnessing 
people power to 
take action for 
wildlife, training 
professionals, and 
teaching young  
and old about how 
to make a difference 
in conservation.

£55,886 Rentals of our office 
spaces more than covers the 
outgoings for our own office 

£78,116 Sales 
through our 
online retail and 
Egham High St 
shop, conservation 
income, events 
and training 
courses. 

£464,279 Raising the funds  
required to do all of the above 
through donations, gifts in wills, grants, 
product sales and investments. For every  
£1 we spent we got nearly £3 back. 

£88,423 Protecting and 
enhancing our idyllic 
nature reserves, havens 
for endangered dormice, 
bats, red squirrels and 
countless other species

£44,997 Investments provide income for 
conservation emergencies. We invest in 
environmentally responsible companies.



A full list of people who left us gifts in wills, awarded us grants or were partners in our 
work can be seen in our full audited accounts. We remain ever grateful to them all.

We purposefully spent £166,672 more than our income in 2018, dipping into our 
financial reserves to advance our urgent work. We maintain these reserves so that we 
can meet our current conservation obligations including committed research grants, 
can respond immediately to sudden and unexpected conservation need, can fund our 
programme of higher-level research grants, and be responsible employers.

Over £7.5 million
There’s sadly no shortage of urgent work to protect 
endangered species from the imminent threat of 
extinction. Just to maintain our effort at the current level 
we need to raise more than £7.5 million over the next five 
years. Please contribute if you can: ptes.org/donate

Looking forward



people’s 
trust for

species
endangered

People’s Trust for Endangered Species
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 twitter.com/PTES 
 instagram.com/ptes_org

Registered charity no. 274206

Photo credits © Front cover snow leopard Dennis W. Donohue / Shutterstock.com, pine marten iStockphoto/ Didierphoto, Asian 
elephant, iStockphoto / JMWScout, hedgehog Coatesy / Shutterstock .com, water vole iStockphoto / MikeLane45, noble chafer 
Bryan Pinchen, lion Theodore Mattas / Shutterstock.com, volunteers, Isobel Wyatt, dormouse iStockphoto.com / KatPaws, hedgerow 
Paul Nash / Shutterstock.com, slow loris Little Fireface Project, Andean bear Ronald Wittek / Shutterstock.com, giant tortoise Giant 
Tortoise Restoration Initiative, Cambodian crocodile Jeremy Holden, Fauna and Flora International, cheetah abc7 / Shutterstock.com


