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creepy-crawlies crucially important
especially
beetles, worms, slugs, earwigs,
caterpillars, millipedes



Behaviour

nhocturnal

generally solitary, don’t
live in social groups

non-territorial, rarely
aggressive but do
compete over food and
females

very reliant on smell and
hearing, poor eyesight

often noisy with a range
of different sounds
especially when courting

Average litter size 4-5,
maternal care lasts just a
few weeks
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Behaviour: the hedgehog year W e,
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Nesting:

1) ‘Daytime nests’: a day-time
retreat during active season

2) ‘Breeding nests’: for females and
their dependent young

3) ‘Hibernacula’: for periods of
several months in hibernation
during periods of bad weather or
low food availability

Hedgehog need leaves and some
kind of structure.

©Andrea Griffiths, Hedgehog Street
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What are the threats and
what can you do to mitigate for them?

Think hedgehog




A Natural and anthropogenic threats:

URBAN RURAL

parks pasture

gardens arable
amenity land hedgerows
‘wasteland’ woodland

impermeable boundaries

tidy gardening
slug pellets

bonfire burning

dangerous ponds

strimming

habitat fragmentation

fewer invertebrates
road traffic

refuse e.g. plastic

climate change
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land use change

pesticides (indirect)
more badgers
Flailing or tilling

gamekeepers
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 Morris estimated a minimum of 15,000 hedgehogs are killed
annually on roads in the UK (PTES Mammals on Roads data)

* This is probably an underestimate and is currently being
reassessed

* Unclear how significantly impacts on the total population
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Install signs or barriers e.g. Regents Park
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 300m of fencing in Zoo car park to stop hedgehogs from
straying onto main road, channelling travel direction
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* hedgehogs have no ‘flight reflex’” and this makes them especially vulnerable

* year-round nesting means that there is no ‘good time’ for cutting

Strimmers
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Think hedgehog
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/& Threats: entanglement
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Common culprits:

* six pack holders

e polystyrene cups

* tincans

* netting — sports/garden

e elastic bands
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Deal with netting and litter

Think hedgehog

©Hedgehog Street
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Hedgehogs can swim, but can’t climb out of smooth-sided ponds
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Always check for hedgehogs before lighting
bonfires (or move it just before burning)
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A Threats: Simplification of the landscape —

urban and rural

* Little or no nesting or
hibernation sites

* greater vulnerability to
predation

 Jless invertebrate food
 fragmented habitat patches

* Fragmentation of greenspace —
fences, roads, walls
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Link your greenspaces wherever possible with
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/a\ Threats: Pesticide use

* |arge areas of farmland and
gardens treated

Preferably avoid using poisons
e full effects unknown
 some products highly toxic

* many potential non-target
species

In general using chemical treatments results in
far fewer invertebrates = less food for hedgehogs

Safe alternatives: salt, seaweed, egg shells or coffee grounds or citrus




& snail
killer

blue mini pellets

MAPP 12153

forthecontrlofsuge and snal.

For child and pet safety read
a:ntwwamdhhﬁ
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 Badgers are the only true natural predator of hedgehogs
* But, we believe that if there is enough food and nesting places, hedgehogs

and badgers can coexist as they have done for thousands of years
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Make a hpme of hedgehogs
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Practitioners

At PTES we will also be running our hedgehog ecology
and management training days (3x lectures and 1
outdoor practical session), which you can read more
about here — dates to be confirmed:
https://ptes.org/get-involved/events/hedgehog-
ecology-and-management-for-practitioners-training-

course/

* Later this year we will producing a free
guide for land managers and a guide for
developers and ecologists

10 tips for enc .
s Ouraging p
In your neighbofrh:ggmogs

* |f you are interested in either of the
above please get in touch with me at
hedgehogs@ptes.org



https://ptes.org/get-involved/events/hedgehog-ecology-and-management-for-practitioners-training-course/
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Website: hedgehogstreet.org

HEDGEHOG
STREET » ‘ Email: hedgehog@ptes.org

_ CITY OF WILDLIFE

YouTube: youtube.com/HedgehogStreet

i Baiion www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk
~—Preservation Society
01584 890801
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trust for www.ptes.org

species 020 7498 4533
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