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Site Features Checklist


Before you can decide whether a site or land agreement is suitable for your group, you will need to have planned what you will use the land for, now and later.  

This check list will help you prepare for your land search and for the agreement with the land owner. Tell the land owner what you expect to build or need. Make sure essential items are permitted in the lease.

If you tick ‘Don’t know’ to a lot of the items, you might need to have more discussions in your group before you look for land or make an agreement with a land owner.
	Site feature
	Level of requirement

	Access for all
	Essential
	Good but not essential
	Not needed
	Don’t know

	On a bus route
	
	
	
	

	Near where particular people live, eg near a care home
	
	
	
	

	Dropped kerbs between site and houses/drop off point
	
	
	
	

	Accessible toilets 
	
	
	
	

	Flat or gentle slopes for wheelchair users
	
	
	
	

	Turning space for wheelchairs and scooters
	
	
	
	

	Gates/doors wide enough for wheelchair users
	
	
	
	

	Gate/door catches low enough for wheelchair users
	
	
	
	

	Smooth paths
	
	
	
	

	Limited public access - to protect vulnerable users
	
	
	
	

	Guide dogs accepted
	
	
	
	

	No access to hazards, eg ponds, roads, steep drops
	
	
	
	

	Accessible shelter from weather
	
	
	
	

	Mobile phone reception for emergencies
	
	
	
	

	Friendly neighbours
	
	
	
	

	Close parking
	
	
	
	

	Calm environment, eg sudden loud noises
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Suitability for vegetable growing
	
	
	
	

	South facing
	
	
	
	

	Good drainage, no flood risk
	
	
	
	

	Free from contamination
	
	
	
	

	Fertile deep soil
	
	
	
	

	Not shaded
	
	
	
	

	Not stoney
	
	
	
	

	Long lease/ permission
	
	
	
	

	Security from vandalism/theft
	
	
	
	

	Free from invasive weeds 
	
	
	
	

	Cold store 
	
	
	
	

	Nearby outlet to sell produce
	
	
	
	

	Free from invasive tree roots
	
	
	
	

	Sheds for storage or packing
	
	
	
	

	Reasonable position, eg not too windy or high
	
	
	
	

	Access to water
	
	
	
	

	Pest free,eg rabbit or deer fencing
	
	
	
	

	OK to disrupt present wildlife, eg no important species, badger setts etc
	
	
	
	

	Accessible for vehicles and trailers
	
	
	
	

	Barrier to prevent spray drift from non-organic neighbours
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Suitability for animals
	
	
	
	

	Owner has offered permission for animals
	
	
	
	

	Water
	
	
	
	

	Sufficient grazing
	
	
	
	

	No poisonous plants, eg ragwort
	
	
	
	

	Fencing or hedges in good order
	
	
	
	

	Tractor and trailer access
	
	
	
	

	No waterlogging
	
	
	
	

	Housing for animals, or permission to build
	
	
	
	

	Convenient nearby access for farmer
	
	
	
	

	Storage for animal feed
	
	
	
	

	Nearby source of feed and beddings
	
	
	
	

	Nearby demand for manure
	
	
	
	

	Nearby organic abattoir
	
	
	
	

	Secure site
	
	
	
	

	Hand washing facilities
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Buildings 
	
	
	
	

	Meeting room
	
	
	
	

	Barn
	
	
	
	

	Shed
	
	
	
	

	Secure storage
	
	
	
	

	Farmer’s house
	
	
	
	

	Polytunnel
	
	
	
	

	Toilet
	
	
	
	

	Shop
	
	
	
	

	Café
	
	
	
	

	Shelter from rain
	
	
	
	

	Caravan
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Permission to camp
	
	
	
	

	Not overlooked
	
	
	
	

	Children’s play space
	
	
	
	

	Pond
	
	
	
	

	‘Unkempt’ wildlife area
	
	
	
	

	Trees and hedges can be removed/ planted
	
	
	
	

	Eligible for organic certification
	
	
	
	

	Suitable for rainwater harvesting
	
	
	
	

	Will you ever want to trade from the site
	
	
	
	

	You can meet requirements of any grants for the site
	
	
	
	

	Community compost site
	
	
	
	


Feedback

We are keen to get your feedback on this and any of our FAQs. Whether you found the advice useful or think there are questions to be added, please spare a few moments to help us improve our services by calling your local CLAS advisor or using the feedback form at: www.communitylandadvice.org.uk 
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