AMERICAN SIGNAL CRAYFISH: HELP
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WHAT ARE THEY?

~— LOSSIE species

WHY ARE THEY A PROBLEM?

IF SIGNAL CRAYFISH ARE A PROBLEM, WHY CAN’T WE JUST FISH THEM TO EXTINCTION?

Unfortunately, the problem is more complicated than that! Fishing alone may not be enough to get rid of
them — despite best efforts, the majority of previous trapping projects have proven ineffective for
removing crayfish.

What’s more, fishing crayfish may actually cause several problems, rather than solving them. There are
TWO MAIJOR PROBLEMS associated with fishing crayfish:

PROBLEM 1: ACCIDENTAL MOVEMENT PROBLEM 2: JUVENILE GROWTH SPURT

Trapping may lead the accidental spread of crayfish | Large crayfish can dominate over smaller crayfish.
to new waters. Since trapping typically targets larger crayfish, this

may benefit the juveniles.

NO TRAPPING WITH TRAPPING

_ Adult crayfish eat the When  adults are
Adult Crayfish (5+ years) Juvenile Crayfish (2-3 months) juveniles, or compete removed by trapping,
Juvenile crayfish are incredibly small. They can get W'Fh them for. food. the juveniles may
h fichi othi This may limit the grow and spread
atta.c ed to fishing gear, boats or clothing, and can arowth and survival of rapidly, leading to a
easily be transported from one place to another, juvenile crayfish within sudden explosion in
increasing the risk of crayfish spreading. the population. crayfish numbers.
Crayfish and the law- It is illegal to: What can be done?
* Be in possession of a live crayfish or have them Do not trap for crayfish. If you see something you
under your control without a license think might be a signal crayfish, report it to the

* Release, or allow to escape from captivity, any | | Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA)
animal to a place out-with its native range (this | | on 08452 302050. Check, Clean and Dry all
includes returning to the wild any signal crayfish equipment and clothing before using it elsewhere.
that you may have accidentally caught) Aberdeen University researchers are studying
* Set a crayfish trap in Scotland without a license. some encouraging solutions to the long-term
management of this species.
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