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Legislation for Dormice in England and Wales

2. Legislation for Dormice in England and Wales 

Contents of presentation

3. Range of the Hazel dormouse in Europe 

4. IUCN Red list
5. UK Status of the Hazel dormouse

6. Current UK status of dormice

There has been a significant national downward trend detected from 1993–2002 Trend analysis shows that dormouse populations have declined in all areas except, southern England, where populations appear to be stable. The overall decline is estimated to be 23% (Sanderson, 2004). The greatest change has been observed at the edge of the species current range in Britain.

Battersby (2005) UK Mammals: Species Status and Population Trends First Report by the Tracking Mammals Partnership

7. Dormouse trend analysis 2009

In 2009 the NDMP was 21 years old and a national dormouse population trend analysis showed that the dormouse population decline appeared to be slowing. National media picked up the story stating “ Twenty one years of continuous monitoring, meticulously planned reintroduction programmes and the efforts of hundreds of volunteers seem to have paid off as wildlife charity the People’s Trust for Endangered Species reveals that the threatened hazel dormice is  beginning to show early signs of recovery”. 

8. Dormice and the Law 

Acts given protection to Hazel dormice. 

For more information on the specific Acts visit www.naturenet.net
9. The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

10. CROW Act 2000

11. Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006

12. Species and Habitats Regulations 2010

13. Species and Habitats Regulations 2010

The edible dormouse is a non-native species whose stronghold is in areas of the Chilterns not far from where they were originally released in the early 1900s. It is protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) in that certain methods of killing or taking are prohibited except under licence. As the same act also makes it an offence to release non-native animals into the wild trapped animals can cause a legal dilemma. In places where edible dormice are a pest it is recommended that the services of a licenced, local pest controller are engaged to ensure the protagonists are legally and humanely dispatched.  

14.  When is a dormouse licence required from NE or CCW

15.  FINAL PTES slide
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