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welmme to th€ autumn ednioa of The Domow
Moritoi Thanks ro all ofrou who sent tn bo.lt€s of
dead dorn ce to Ghlslalne ar phlgnion Zoo dd
fadal odpl$ to lessiq at LndoD Zoo,W€ hope
io hnn8 you nss ofthet dndhgs ff soon ac re

Now is the tim€ ro rcnd in .11 the resulrs ofyou
bd cheklng ihls yrd, ifyou havent alrcady done
so. The son€r re get rhem, the sooner w€ cm get
rhem onio th€ datahde, gtvlng P.ul md Ftona
plenty of dme to m.ryre iham. We th€n hare a
bete. chtu@ otreporting back to you in the
sp.ing €dition { h a summary of the MaI

The nmber olDeople on the marxng xst to

rqeire The Domow Monitor is .isi4 an th.
itm€. we alwar€ nav€ a f€w extra opie, ro €I
Sldd on 02o 74sa 4533 or em.tl s|l.d@pr$.org,
if som€one jou ktrw mrdd like to Meive ona w€
wourd espectatly like the lddom€rs ofth€
pope.ty yor Mrk on ro Cer one,too. Ifyou loN
rhat they de not on th€ list md ]ou think they
might xke ro 6e, gtve c a cal.would 'ou like morc
than one copy, do ttat Fu @ .ltutdbtrie ihd
mong your smup of wlunt@F3

Have ]ou dy nedr tlu would ltke to shm n ldr
orhe. monito6? If so, do let us kntu dd sdn
prlrr tr tr the next editioD. Ids you Dsl€tter $

All rhrough the dormousek active
p€nod we hope you havebeenort in
dre ff€ld doegedly clectins thousands

upon thousands ol dormouse nestboxes collecring
data for the national database, Noq it! over 10 us to
ent€r all that valuable infomation onto the
National DoimouseMoniroringProgmme

@,?

Every piece of data you colect is vital ii continues
1o help us ro undershd the changing status or
domice in Bntain. We can then all male sure rhat
we re doing all we cm to help the domice

So plcase send all your records,
dormice or not, as soon as you
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pleasc ook place aia verypicturesque sil€ in thc
PeakDist ct, owned by the National ftust.This
woodlmd, although ideal lordormicc, h on a steep
hillsidc in a ather ina.cessiblespol, so isnt idcal
for the volunteeE \ftosc job ilwas to tegularlyleed
theanimals.We are exrenrelygrateiul to lhem ror
their pcncveran.e at what se€rned, at rimes, a truly

'It. othcr siiervas in Lin.olnshire, a courtt noi
klorqr for ns steep hillsides lorwhich rhe
volunlees wer€ very gratei .A tull rcpod on drh

Every year it! dilTiclll to fird suitable sites lor
r€introdtrctions, rvhich means that sometirnes
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As pa( otdre ongoing rennroduction
programmc, dormi.e were r€leased into
tlvo woodlands this sunde. The tirst

contusion or passirg noto sls, thcyrvere
tansftrred to mytrusrt.ar, for the lonsjouhey to
Lincolnshjre. D€spite being !nsnre olthe journcy
tnne and a lotry load ofspilt Sluc closing the A1,lte
all adved safely and onlya little late. Thc locarion
otrhcsitewasni as secrct as I had been expecting,
however as we w*e gr€eted by aboll 40 peopb nr
the car pa*, all lookingvery€xpectanu lhc
reinlrodu.tion ofdormicc inro LincolNhire had
clearly attracrcd sone iDter€st. Thcc were tuoTV
crews,locaLradio and nervspaper rcporte$, as well
as thc v.lunteers who would be looking alier the
dormiceduingand after the relcase. Susan and
Clare lron PTES, who had.oordinatedthc rclease,
werc there, too, to neld lbe nediaquestions along
with rcprescntatjles tiom the local wildlile lYusl,
FoEs lnierprise and Jim Alexanderrlhosc prevjous
reintrod!.tion experience later proved invahablc.

all rhe workon tlr€ ground, nrclLrding
rccruiting thc rcam ol voluntees aDd
SettinS the necessary pcrmhsions
rr.m landowrers, has lo be doDo
in a vcry shoi space oftinre ar
thelasninute. Paul Brighr has
rhvays been very k€eD to look

a.rually chose reintmduction
sncs, p.rhaps up b r€n yeas, nr
advance. Not only docs rhis mal€
all the Dlanningeasiei but it also
mcans ihal, ilnecessart, thercs time
to nodi& sito managemenr plansto
mal€ sur€ drey meet all the ncccssary
crneia as clo sely as p ossible.

In order to do this, English Natue is tunding s€leral
monrhs work based ar Royal Holloway, Univc*iry
ol r,ndon, this autumn. By nexispring$e should
ha\€ a very good idea, quitelilcrally, ofwhere we
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This luly sarv dre rcintrcduction of
dornice 10 Lin.olnshirc, and, as a
welcome distnction fom my NIsc at

Royri Holl oway studyi ng ourotherspecics of
dormouse, rhc cdible dormouse,I was calledupon
to tal€ action on the day.

Tie day began in rhc carly h.urc as the32 dotrnice
weE paircdaDd packed in l6 ncslb.ts by lulian al
Paignlon Zoo belore beirg diven to a mccting
poinr nearthe M25,lr was here that, much to the

opened lhc doorolthe c l had nr rirst
ol dealing with thc eager press as they
.atlrallyclamourcd lor the bes shors
and intcruiews. oDce in dre wood, they

8ot theirchance and, as I was beilg
irtreNiewed ior local radio, rhe Tv
crews olned nestboxcs bcjng
caried alongdre padr. The fisl



News from Monitors
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Mdk RawliN who monilor the boxes at Roudsca
Wood, NNR ib CDmbria received a su4rrising
letrer acconpanied by a photograph rrom a lo..l
lady. she dd a nmber oi othes were searching
Ior a losr ldfien ailheboromofan enba*ment
belonsins to a wortins stcam raih{ay (tpopular
local touisr aitaction) wheD out popped a
dornouse lron the top ora raspberrybnshr

Mark also reports that ea ier this year mlious
groups including rhe Cumbria\{ildlile Trust, dre
National Trust, lhe ForestryCommission, English
Nature md several donnouse enthNiasts got
together ro ser up the Clnbria DornrorseAction
crcup. They have alrcadyheld one mccring and
at the begirningofseptenber they oqaniscd a

litteB ofyouns dordice dlring the last part of
lune, rh€ir ages rmgi.g hon benteen fou or five
weeks old to sone rccendy bom. Eisht oi the
liners weE in bird boxes, rhe other two in the
dormorse boxes provided lNer d(m ihd the
bid boxes thenselves. of the fom€r, two @ie in
bird boxes that had originany contain€d Frt-bunt
pied ny.archer nests b€fore they sere taken oE
by domice, Gordon tels us ihat altogether
dormice caused the f.ihre of r0 birds nests

spenl about 10 days in thcse pr. release.ages,
beinglooked atuerbylhe local volLDteers, bclore an
entnole was madc in ea.h box allolting tlrem lo
evlde their n€wrvoodlaDd. l hclollntees
.ontinued (o pnvide lbod in the cages urlil th.
dormiceiad tound thcnodn natrtral supply in thc
wood. Then, lropeftrllv the dormic. had a.hance io
brced belore hibcmariig.

lfall goes NeU, n€xt springshould sce the
emeBence ofaboul s01ill dornice (takinginto
ac.orn.vintermonaliiy), Nhich should lomr the
bash .1. viable tutrc population Manytlrarkto
JimAlexandcr dnd allthe\o[mtees who lookcd
alterrlre dormice and who will be uDdertakingall
thc moniloriigto measurc the succcss.llhis
Enrrodlction in turure.
Malcolrn Burgess, Royal Holloway, Univ€rsity ol

cidcntilly bee. rccordiig donnice
ven loneer than Doug woods, rvho
Lannnal Norkerro pnt up nestnrg
thc inspnainrn lor rhe Nhole

hene. cordon! boxes wcre put up
r.d almo$ at once he lbuDd lhal
r.cdrh.b;ds dcnyingthebirds
nest ccesstully , which wasn I

rMote gMng us the latest news ol

pairot dornrice was then raken to rhe fiEt rcloas0
c!gc. A l,ul ncws.rdrv $ere at tlre liont otdre
queue and they got the shols rhoyw{nred r{n ilrar
eveningt nervs. $4ren the_v had linhhed, a ftiendly
llcrn or rho CountJ" fihn creLv rook overand

'lh0 ncxr few hours rcre sfcnr dclivorirg rlre pairs
otdomrice to their prc Fleasc cagcs tlnoughoui thc
Mod.I Nas impressed bt the qualiq oI the
Noodland, Nhich fttrms a ld.ge s.odlard oasis nr
an area dominated by large ficlds of agricullural
nroDocultures. Tnanktully hedgerclvs still conn0ct
ari\ !v.od \drh orhor suirable hedgerorv ard
woodland habital, hopetully nllowirrg ari5 r0instar.d
popularion ro expaDd ir dre lurur€. Food andrv.ter
Lvorc pul i. each .!gc belor. b.iiE sec!rely closed.
By sixo'clockall l6 pais were saiely in thcn n.\e
teniporary honres.These pair ot domrice tlren



voluntees, we iave been r€visitnrg many oI the
sircsacross England and Wales wher€ don cewere
Iound in 1993, discoveEd as a result ofthc firsi
Great Nur HuDt caried out drat y€ar. We needed to
know if siens oldormouse.o!ld sill be lound at
these sites, as this is an importaDl way oi
monitoringhowwell donnouse populations arc
doing and ass.ssing any changes jn their
distdbution since then.lA numberofthe 1993 sircs
had already been revisired as pait olthe second
Grcar Nut Hurr launched in Lhe artumn oI2001
and rv€ were cove rg those sites not rcvisitcd by

volnrees were asked to look lor chewed hazel nu ts
u nde rneadr heavily lruire d iiees and to coll ect
opencd and lnopcncd nuts. Nuts with typi.al
domouse teelbnatu were evidence that dormicg
were sill present at tlre sire. Dornonse populations
rvere assumcd to havebcconccxtincrarsnes where
no domouse chewed nuts rrcre lound. Also,
woodland ma.agem€nt leatures \r€re nreasured tbr
each site, to help us undc$tand bcug which
woodland practices a€ mosl beneficial lor

ov€rall, dornouse preseDce was notdetected at
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During the la{ tew monrhs ard with
the help oflocalWildlifc liusl

sr% ol all the revisitedsites, r'hich suggess thai
dormousc distrjbution nr Bitain mightstillbc
contnctnrg. Mosi ollhe sites wherc local
p.pulalion extinctioDs have occlred wer€ where
coniferols cover was 50% ormore ofth€ wood,This
provides evidence thar dormous€ pop ations are
les ljkely ro pesist at conilerous siles, where the
grcar vaicry olroodsour.€s they need to fccd on is
harder to lind. Also, rhe dormousewas nost likely
to have survived nr actively managed sites,
supponinAthc.laim that decline in woodland
nanagenent durins thc 4cent past has be€Da
majorra.rorconributins to dormouse decline in

'|hh sudy irggests thar domousc dhtibution in
Bitain mighr still be co.racting. Thepercentagc ot
.onilerous coverrdthin a wood andwoo.Iand
managcmenrpractices a€ important lactors in
detemriningwhcrheror not dormice pe6ht. Morc
sites still n€ed to be revisilcd 10 connrm dr€se

AleifldF Cdrido, Royar Holoway, Univ€rsity of

In our last issue we rfote trrat,
unfortunately, thcrc wasnl yet a speciic
rlnd to whi.i nonno$ could apply lor

help wi$ buins ncstboxes and the other
cquipment needed to run local moniloring
schenes. But now we hale sone good news to
r€pot. ?TES tundraiseE havesuc.e€d€d in
atrd.ting No grants to get such a fund offro a
ning start. Ccnler par.s and dre valene whnc
Memorial Fund haleboth made donations in the

Funds wil, nst oI aU, bc used to acquire the larye
numbci olboxes neededeachyearal rhe
rcnrtmduction sncs.Il may also be possible to
provide sone sDall neasurcs olhelp to those oI
you necding to replace boxes if lhey rc b.oken or
damp. cetin touch rvith susan shdaff al PTES
(address on back page). We will obviously lrav€ ro
lookcarctully ar all the r€quests and list ihcm in
ord€r ol pdorittr wc ll be asking Paul Bright and
T.ny MitchellloDes at Enslish Narure to helP us
nakc thc be{ lse ol the tunds amilablc,

Effoits continrc to artract moe help. We ll keep you
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As yet, tlrerc isn t a monitoring
programm€ lor yellorv{recked or wood

mice. Many ofyou, xeknox! find borh sp€cies as
yotr d€ checkingyou boxes lordormicc, so Paul
Brighl lhinks rhadve night be able to monitor thcm
in the same way wc do dormice.Willyou help us

so, this rvintei wcwould likc js nany olyou as
possible to check you boxes once sometimc dlring
llbtua41and record all )our sightines ofthese
species. The yellow ncckcd nouse looks very
similarto dre wood Douse, but is largerand has
more orrnge in its lit The tabl€ belorv lists $e
Dain chaEctelistics of lhc llvo spdcies to help you
tell dren apait. !\'ood mice arc lound lhroughoul
Britain lnd y.llo{ ne.ks are mainly lbmd nr the
south aDd soudrean olDnsland.

we enclose a copy ofthe rccodinsloln roryou to
usc, if yo! would like to help. Exla ctu€ rvill be
needed when handlins these creaiur€s, as tlr€y caD
be lery livellt especially yellow necks. lhlnkyo!.

As many ol you knorn rhe Joinl Natrc
Cons€rvation Commiltee has
obligations to repot to go\€.nnent on

the statrE olSitish mammals.ln odcr to cnabie it
1. do so, several years ago it ser up an lfteim
wo*ing Crcup to try t. c. ordjnate all nonitofirg
activjries and encouage the standardhari.n ol

Many organisations have cometogethcr to help
,chiev€ dris goal, including EN, PIES, The Bat
Conscruatior'ftust and The Manmal Sociery All of
us and othcrs, too, have on-Soingmonitoring
programmes. The dormouse nonitoring
progranfre, ro which you havc all contiibuted over
dre yeas Ms ihc ftst nanmd monitoring
trograrnme in the U K, l)I Paul Bright norv has a
datascr goingback overtenycarsand, as a resr t of
the emluation olalltlre irlbnation collccred
whi.h PIES is tunding, lallablelessons de now
beinslearnl about how and why the natus ol
dormiceis chanaing. The Batconsenation ftlst
bcgin ns nonitoringprqranme alrout seven years
aso and a huge a.rount oldatahas heen collecr€d
lor Dany batspccics, roo. (see Dage 7)

\{e allaarce that n would be a vcry Eood idea to give
sone common id0niily ro all dre monitoingw.rk
that is goirgon so that evcryone, and€specially
memberso l rhepub l ic$honw
volunr€es, undc$lands that each nrdividual
projc.l they paticipate in ispail ota nationwide
etrort to monit.r all Brithh mammals

Ther€ will bc 6.re n€ws in the spring.



News of Other Monitoring Programmes
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you dornousc wo* keeps you vcrybus]1but tlrerc
nighttusl be somelhingclso thatyou colld

Manlmals on Roads
La{ ycart Natio.alHcdgehog Survey \{as a grcai
succe$ lvith orcr2,200 journeys b.ingcoDpteted
bylolunie.rs overirEr rltrcc nonds. Due b rhc
anx,untolefroit put in by orrvolunreers, nrany
nrammals orhcr lhan hedgehogs wcr€ also re.ord.d.
In rotal rhcre rvere r0,000 mammal sighrings
re.odcd in.tudhg5,000Ebbits,2,s7l hedgehogs,
606squ i r re ls , l r4badeesard399 loxes  Thhycar
rve broadencd dre scope drihc studv to includc all
Inrmmal species and ronanred it rlr.Manmalson
Itoads Suley lhc anallsis ol rlni lara k stilt
continrnrg, bur it is be...ring ctear tlral a| is nor
NelL urc have inclldcd. copy otthe slnft Fport
whichwentt nllrcordex a lc\rrvccks ago.

Dormicc ir ltedgcros's
l  r l e  i h  s teJ f  \ o  L  n reea  pu '  l ,  i . r  r  nes r  ruL re \ f . r

donicc in care tullv selected hedgenws lclt then
.llsummer and are ju{ rekievi.s rhem Do$r \\Ie
hale 6ked then ro turum rbe tubes ro us ivnh d.y
donnic n{,ns they IiDd srill nrside. N.xr ycar we
h.po to bll this programnc out more widel_\r

lryo! can join in either oI these otheractivires, or
cncouEge odres ro d. sr, plcase call Alisha at
ManrmalsTrusr UK or 020 7493 5262.Thanky.u.

f  F lunLee^  rahne pan inThe Bat
l/ consenarion ftu{\ Nat on.l BaL
Y Monitoring poBrame fNBMptproled

have now .onpleted suNey woik for 2002. O\€r
400 peoplc hare talen parr in a colony sDNey this
yeai coundng bars as th€y energe lrod their
roosts on a slomer evennrg. Many ol tle
lolunteers arc trosts to a bat colony on then
propcrry BaB are lery discerni.g whcn choosirg
a sunmer honc, and diilerent species favour
diilbrent tlTes ol buildings. Common pipistr€lles
tend to lavou warn, modem houscs but broM
lons'eded bats de oft€n forhd in older, laqer
buildings and chunbes. the colony counG
provide valuable data ro help ro buitd a picture ot
what is happ.ning to U( bar populations in ihc
longrern, If youhave bars in yourproperryand
wo uld like ro heip plcase coDracl Thc B at
Conseivation Trust on ln-call 0345 1300 223 or
e-mail nbmp@bars.org.ut,

Field suneyors w€re also busy moniloring

Doctule, serotine, pipistielle md Daubebrons bats
during hly ad August. Ea.h srNeyor walled a
pie ass8ned route wing a bat detecior to fisen
to ihe carls of bats encounreled along rhe way,
More than 270 voluieers have reurned rheir
rccoding forms for ftis season, and the tast lor
the winter h ro colate and analyse the results,

You cd nnd results fom th€ ff6r ffve yeds of tne
NaMP in a doMloadable report on rhe BCT
website at wbars.org.uk. You co also carch up
on news and inrormation about the NBMB bar
det€cros od local prcjeds via the ne$lett€r on
rhe site. Ifyou de interesred in raking part nod
yed we have projects suitable for aI ldels or
experience and connitmeni. To join the tean
and receive a free infornalion pack, simply
conta.t us or visit olr @bsile lor a sjgn-up rorm,

The Bat consenation ]lust wolld like to thant all
NaMP volDiee4 and supporteis, p6r and
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'fhc fi rst internalional dormousc
confereDce washeld in Bavaria, close to

the iron cutah aloDg dre borderwith the tormer
czechoslovakia, A rew v€ry hardy souls ftom casiern
Europe altended, despile gcardifflcuhies ot tnvel
and cost. It was tlrus exr€mely heartcning to atr€Dd
the Iifth domousc conteren.e in Aueust 2002, not
onlybehjnd the lonnernon cudain inGodollo
jusr nodh otBudapest- but also with so rany
colleagues tom €stefn Europe About l00pcoplc
attended lron ar least a do,cn .olnties.

The emphasis ofihe meeringwas stmngly on thc
conseNatioDaDd ecologyotdornice, withwnich
somc dosrencouraSing prog€ss is beins made.we
heard that woodland ft agmentation is nrcreasnrgly
being seen as a key issue.ln scvcral .ountijes
vegctated bridges hav€ been orwill soon bd buihlo
relink dormousc habiiars newly biseded by roads
or railways In manycounlrics n
rcutinelybejng used to monitor popuLations
annually. A prcscnulion ar rhe conlercrce showcd
graphi.allyjustwhy thn is so inp.itanr. lt seens
that in Germanyedible dornrice are em€rging fron
hibemationea icr in the yea! .lear\ a result of
warner sprnrgs. This brinss thch inro gr€ar€r
compcrition wnh hole-nesting birds, which w.uld
nsually have mised thcn younS belore th€ dormico
cnerg€.It seens that the bnds losc our. onlymany
years ofmonitoring.ould have revealed this
evid€nce ofrhe impact or gbbal .bnatic change.

1hc nexr dormouse conrer€n.e may be in poland,

Ttr(eyorperbaps theUKi. 200s
DrPa'n Brkht, Roy.rHo oway,Uni*rsltyof

l r { ,  r r t rac  l  r in i  rg  l ) r$

The Mamfral society operalcs (vo
srandard workshops on dormice, whi.h
auow parii.ipants to inrease their6.)

gcn(al knowledge ol dormice, tlzin lora licence
and learn more aboutFlanning issu€s and dordice
All.ou6es arc ldught by erTerienced dormouse
worketr. For moE informationard atull lisr.l
dares and prjces, please conta.l lackie savery atlhe
MamDalsociety on 020 74934353,

?TEs willaho be runnnrg a day.ourse,'How to
Manage Woods lor Dornicel aeain nc{ year,
probably in September Dr Pat Motris has agrced ro
be the tLrroi Date and location are still to be
.onfinned so dctaih willbe in the springeditionot
T,le /J.rraae Mrrfto,: Please contact Susan
sbdaff on 020 7,1s3 4533 for thc latest infbrmation.

d to{ Rad bidq swB 4G ien@pt$eE
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"i !" *-,r d bM-. Esh-. !.q Mr 0v sd d€ qFD 't oi L @rtd at b, ns ne
cdh!i*astrEi'sd&5isredbylPhesaffofofrdfigrhdyerc'&db/D|futsqn!

| ftd! Lin ed 4 s,no^nqb ,n eDdt Fp4

Ewrythlnsy.u*rw..ted6b|d

Yor arc h{ed to ioin s on saiurd:y 15'
ds@d4tE b hne domke dserFhi3tutthem.

bra i aboucthe denda iohid,edi\ePrchd,Gprre
15 ae tu md hdru! rof
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